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DEALINGS OF FRANCOPHONE LEADERS DISCUSSED 


INTER“AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


London WEST AFRICA in English No 3361, 4 Jan 82 pp 7, 9, 10 


[Article by Alex Rondos] 


[Text] 


FRANCOPHONE heads were kept well 
below the parapet throughout 1981. After 
a relatively momentous year in 1980 when 
coups and political reforms took place, a 
period of stock-taking and consolidation 
was inevitable. Caution was further en- 
couraged by what appeared to be an 
assault on the international political and 
economic fronts. 

When economic institutions are as tight- 
ly interwoven as they are among the 
former French colonies, international 
events can have effects that reverberate 
throughout the associated countries. 

The franc zone inevitably suffered slight- 
ly from the devaluation of the French franc 
against the currencies of the European 
monetary system. On the other hand, the 
strength of the dollar earlier in the year 
was a blessing to a number of countries 
whose principal foreign exchange earnings 
are in dollars. The overall economic cli- 
mate has not been a happy one. however. 
A number of producers still feel that their 
backs are against the wall. Senegal’s ground- 
nuts are fetching persistently declining 
prices; Ivorian cocoa policy has failed to 
shake the market and raise the price; Niger 
has had to renegotiate, with a sympathetic 


French government, the price of its ura- 
nium for the coming year. 

Other countries like Maii, Senegal, Up- 
per Volta, Gabon are, in their own ways, 
responding to the shifting criteria of inter- 
national donors. The IMF and World 
Bank's tune is “structural adjustment”. 
Increasing productivity trough a lessening 
of the control by the state on the economy, 
with its attendant pruning of the state 
sector is one very crude précis of this 
policy. As it happens, Senegal, Mali and 
Ivory Coast have been prominent refor- 
mers of their state sectors. A little less 
clear in Mali and Ivory Coast is the lot of 
the amputated members of the state sector. 
Something has to happen to them and to 
suggest blithely that they will be handed 
over to private interests begs many ques- 
tions: which private interests? Who has the 
money in Mali or Ivory Coast to afford 
investment in what were substantial enter- 
prises? If foreign investors come in on a 
joint venture basis, On what terms will this 
take place? One hopes, for the moment, 
that a rekindled political sympathy for free 
market forces has not been confused with 
the more important need for efficiency. 

The Senegalese solution has been an 








interesting and constructive one. The rela- 
tionship between the State and the public 
enterprises is modified by the existence of 
a contract signed by both parties. The 
contract sets out clearly the goals of the 
company, its relative autonomy, and the 
amount of resources the government will 
provide. The company is committed to 
certain results. The effect is to reduce the 
degree of centralisation and inevitable 
politicisation of company policy. The 
transport sector was the first to sign such 
contracts with the government and for the 
last year the regional development agen- 
cies have been doing the same. This will be 
an experiment well worth watching. 

On the political front the most important 
event was the election of Francois Mitter- 
rand to the Presidency in France. The issue 
has been dealt with on several occasions in 
these columns. Suffice it to say that the 
new French President moved swiftly to 
reassure those that might have felt 
threatened by socialist antipathy to their 
regime (Gabon and Zaire, above all), 
while the West African states have been 
almost unanimous in their approval. It has 
helped that while African states are buf- 
feted by international commodity prices 
over which they have no control, the new 
French government has been able to step 
in with an unequivocal policy of assistance 
to affected countries as well as expressing 
concern about the failure te sign interna- 
tional agreements. This has contrasted 
with the tougher line taken in Washington 
by another new administration. There, 
assistance is linked to a strategic vision 
which leaves most of the francophone 
countries somewhat on the sidelines. The 
Indian Ocean and southern Africa are 
what matter to Washington at present. 


DOMESTICALLY, the general trends 
have already been indicated: caution for 
some, consolidation for others. In Senegal 
President Diouf has faced the triple chal- 
lenge of assuming the Presidency of Seneg- 
al and with it the heritage of Leopold 
Senghor’s policies; a challenge in his exter- 
nal relations from The Gambia which 
resulted in the signing in December of the 
Confederation of Senegambia; and, an 
economy which will only be improved by 
considerable sacrifice and discipline and 
painful readjustment. Politically, the Presi- 
dent managed to defuse student agitation 
early in the year and has had the pleasure 
of welcoming ten new parties into legality. 





It looks good internationally and he cannot 
be criticised for tampering with democra- 
cy, as his predecessor's more didactic 
approach might have been. What is more, 
a splintered opposition tends to be less of 
an impediment while it poaches members 
from other opposition parties rather than 
the ruling party. The Senegambia is gra- 
dually approaching reality. Economically, 
President Diouf and his Prime Minister, 
M. Habib Thiam, have taken some basic 
Steps in bolstering the confidence of the 
rural population. Producer prices were 
raised, peasant debts were abolished and 
the government provided seeds for crops, 
especially groundnuts, that were of good 
quality. This year, at least, there is a 
groundnut crop of 800,000 tons expected; a 
welcome relief after last year’s 200,000 
tons. Sorting out a new system of market- 
ing in the rural sector, now that the state 
organisation ONCAD has been abolished, 
will prove beneficial. International donors 
are sufficiently encouraged and the Paris 
Club recently rescheduled Senegal’s debts 
for the coming year on generous terms. 


WHILE union is very much in vogue in 
Senegal, Mali has suffered by still being 
refused entry into the Union Monétaire 
Ouest Africaine. It seems that at the very 
last moment Upper Volta raised more 
questions about the border dispute be- 
tween the two countries. Otherwise Mali 
has set about complying with the condi- 
tions set by the UMOA for entry, especial- 
ly where the reform of the public enter- 
prises was concerned (see West Africa, 
December 21, 1981). In the Malian politic- 
al context this means that while the 


changes have yet to be fully realised, there 
is sufficient evidence of goodwill from 
President Traore and his government. 
In Upper Volta, Colonel Saye Zerbo's 
life consists of keeping donors happy as to 
his intentions for the economy while hold- 
ing the trade unions at bay. The man- 
ganese project at Tambao is being delayed, 
but the government insists that it will 
pursue an active policy of mineral prospec- 
tion. It is sad however that Upper Volta’s 
long record of political tolerance of trade 
unions has now been blemished by the 
banning of strikes. There is an air of 
toughness about the new set of soldiers in 
Ouagadougou. z : ah 
President Kountche, as ever, maintains a 


low profile. Niger, though, has suffered as 


a result of the fluctuation in uranium 
prices. It has neant a review Of the 





CSO: 


Five-year plan. While Niger's agricultural 
record is one of the best in the Sahel, it still 
has much to achieve. Farmers sti!l aeed 
more incentive in order not to sell to 
private traders and thus cause ,shortages. 


NOT unlike a broken record, three words 
repeat themselves ince-santly in !vory 
Coast; succession, oil, cr _«modities. Presi- 
dent Houphouet Boigny remains obsti- 
nately inscrutable as to the plans for his 
succession. He has said that the man will 
come from the highest levels of the party, 
but that in Ivory Coast is self evident since 
anything else would amount to revolution. 
The prospects for oil become more enticing 
by the month. Within the next 18 months 
Ivory Coast should be self sufficient. A 
major contract is currently being drawn up 
for the Espoir field. That is the bright light 
on the horizon which penetrates the cur- 
rent economic gloom. Inflation, unemploy- 
ment and a contraction in the industrial 
sector have all caused the government to 
think carefully about current policies. 
Salaries have been raised and the govern- 
ment speaks of developing food production 
to cut down the import bill and also to 
compensate for the pressure imposed on 
the economy by the continue reluctance 
of the cocoa prices to rise to what Ivorians 
would consider an acceptable level. If the 
days of seemingly ceaseless expansion of 
the cocoa sector are over an alternative 
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must be developed for the rural sector; 
hence the new cry for food self sufficiency. 


IN Central Africa, Congo looks forward to 
an era of even more oil and with it an influx 
of western capital to which it is not averse 
but which will require ideological contor- 
tions of considerable imagination. Gabon 
has managed to meet the IMF criteria for 
performance and has created a very 
favourable impression internationally. The 
latest Gabon bond issue was substantially 
over-subscribed. How much state revenue 
percolates to the middle and lower reaches 
of Gabonese society is another matter. 

President Ahidjo is another who likes to 
keep a low profile internationally. The 
dispute with Nigeria, when several Nige- 
rian soldiers were killed in a border inci- 
dent in May last year, has been as good as 
settled and President Shagari is expected to 
welcome the Cameroonian leader to Niger- 
ia in the coming weeks. Oil, too, is going to 
have a large part to play in Cameroon's 
future. The government releases no in- 
formation on the matter, which inevitably 
fuels speculation among many in Came- 
roon as to the whereabouts of any revenue 
currently obtained from oil production. 
The Chadian problem, to the north, has 
been contained by obliging the Chadian 
refugees to be resettled well away from the 
frontier, though Cameroon was out on a 
limb by calling for United Nations involve- 
ment in Chad. 











ANGOLA 


OPERATIONS OF UNITA GUERRILLA FORCES 
Lisbon EXPRESSO in Portuguese 7 Nov 81 EXPRESSINTERNACIONAL Supplement pp VI-VII 


[Text] With the vital support of the Pretoria regime, UNITA is 
maintaining its hold on a vast stretch of the central and southern 
portions of Angola, managirg to disrupt key points of the country's 
economy and social life. To maintain its connection with South 
Africa, strengthened by eventual support from the Reagaon administra- 
tion, Jonas Savimbi will be able to continue to exert pressure 

for a very long time while demanding the opening of conversations 
with the Luanda government. If the MPLA continues to reject this 
proposal, he can only hope to resolve the problem through the inde- 
pendence of Namibia. But in this case, each will want to play 

with his own pawns. 


Under a lean-to, seated or lying on the ground, elbowing against each other, 200 
persons (women, children and a few old men) spend 24 hours of the day any way they 
can. They have been in this situation for almost a week waiting for the authorities 
to inform them of their fate. They have no food or adequate clothing. From the 
area where they were picked up, they could only bring the clothing they were wearing 
and a few agricultural tools. The children show marked signs of malnutrition and 

it is almost certain that many will not survive. 


This scene is taking place in Katchiungo (formerly Bela Vista), in the midst of Angola's 
central plateau, only 60 km from the country's second largest city, Huambo. Official- 
ly, these unfortunate people are alleged to be residents of the surrounding rural 

areas brought there some years ago by UNITA combatants and now reclaimed by the An- 
golan Army. However, despite a conversation which is difficult due to the fact that 

the refugees speak only a dialect and the translators are not very loya, the version 
given by the peasants does not always coincide with that of the authorities. One 

woman tells of having come from the area where she always lived and says that UNITA 
allegedly set her house afire and that she does not know the whereabouts of her hus- 
band (presumably, he is with Jonas Savimbi's guerrillas). 


The impression one gets is that these peasants were living in areas under UNITA's 
control and were abandoned by this organization as a result of recent offensives 

by the FAPLA [Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola]. Whether good or bad, they 
were allegedly brought to the city's headquarters with the aim of being settled in 
less threatened areas. Moreover, one thing appears obvious: These people need help. 
The internal conflict has stopped agricultural activity in vast areas of Angolan 
territory and signs of hunger and malnutrition are visible in many of these areas. 





Guerrilla Warfare--Active and Influential 


This development shows that UNITA, an organization led by Jonas Savimbi and in active 
conflict with the MPLA for years, is still active and influential right in the heart 
of Angola, many kilometers inside its borders. 


In fact, despite the help of Cuban troops and the guidance of Soviet military advisers, 
the FAPLA has not yet managed to weaken the enemy guerrillas even after 5 years from 
the time of the takeover of the entire territory by MPLA's rival groups. 


Even recently, we saw an intensification of UNITA's activities: Attacks on the Benguela 
Railroad, the downing of a Hercules C-130 plane with an SAM-7 missile captured from 

the FAPLA, attacks on Huambo, ambushes on the center's principal streets and attacks 

on peasant villages. 


It is the civilian population which is most damaged in this conflict. Not only because 
UNITA has indiscriminately attacked its objectives, massacring many village inhabi- 
tants merely to steal their food, but also because the war has disorganized economic 
activities within the country forcing the dislocation of entire communities. 


An example of this is what is happening in Katchiungo. Antonio da Cruz (Mayombe), 
its city commissioner, says that about 30,000 persons have already passed through 
this refugee center, coming only from the city's interior, especially the southern 
part, where UNITA has its "45th Military Zone." "Much of the population was con- 
centrated there," Antonio da Cruz says, "but now that it has been dismantled by the 
FAPLA, almost no one is lfet." 


"We Are Going To Die" 


Katchiungo is only one among many central municipalities under pressure by UNITA. 
The city commissioner discloses that an area 30 km to the north of the village was 
also laid waste and its people driven out. And UNITA is continuing to make constant 
attacks on villages as near as Sauala, 15 km away, and Lombanbo, 20 km; Antonio da 
Cruz acknowledges this. 


The state of undernourishment of the peasants coming from the UNITA areas shows the 
difficulties this movement is experiencing in its supply system and which forces 

its guerrillas to attack civilians to obtain food. But in a state of war such as 

this, the problem is that agriculture cannot function. "In som+ areas 15 to 20 persons 
per day are dying from hunger or lack of food," the head of the municipality of 
Katchiungo said in evaluating the present difficulties. 


The drought the country has been experiencing for the past 2 years in the south has 
worsened drastically, and this, in addition to the state of war, has created a catas- 
trophic situation in many areas. A Red Cross officer, who visited an isolated village 
in the south of Bie Province, relates that the people have had nothing to eat for 

8 days. When he asked if nothing was going to be done to obtain food, the answer 
contained tragic fatalism: "There is no use; we are going to die."" The same officer 
says that no one else has visited that area since he was there. 





Red Cross Aid 


As a matter of fact, in many instances the Red Cross is the only organization helping 
the civilian population. This organization has a refugee camp in Katchiungo where 

an attempt is being made to maintain minimum survival conditions for the villagers 
brought from the jungles of the interior. 


The Red Cross also has an orthopedic center in Huanbo where one can see other civilian 
dramas stemming from this guerrilla warfare. Presently, mutilated people are arriving 
there every day (especially those who have lost a leg) sent by the area's hospitals 
after having been injured by the explosions of mines placed by UNITA. Since the 

center was established, it has already received about 500 amputees (among whome are 

68 women and 38 children), who are receiving prostheses made to order under the guidance 
of a Swiss specialist. 


Again, it is obvious that this war is particularly affecting the civilian population. 

A child tells how he lost a leg from a mine placed at his school killing three class- 
mates. Others relate that they have accidentally stepped on explosives in paths 
habitually used near their villages. Many have lost one or several of their closest 
relatives in these attacks. 


Economic Sabotage 


However, UNITA's attacks against objectives of an economic nature have been even 

more effective than attacks against the people. As a preferred target of their actions, 
Jonas Savimbi's guerrillas chose the strategic Benguela Railroad, which connects 
the eastern border (whence it transports ore from the interior of Africa) with the 

important port of Lobito. 


Far from being under the control of the authorities, the situation of this vital 
economic axle has gradually deteriorated between February and now. UNITA's most 
drastic acts of sabotage in the pact 3 months have included the destruction of a 
bridge in the so-called "Cubal detour," scarcely 170 km from Benguela and the derail- 
ment of several railroad sections by placing mines on the rails. 


Five years of cleanup operations by the FAPLA have not succeededin getting the Benguela 
Railroad operational in its entirety. Trains move only over small sections closely 
watched, such as those near Huambo. In these areas, all briges, groundlevel crossings 
or other spots vulnerable to attacks are guarded by army patrols. In the danger 

zones all merchanagise is transferred to trucks which are generally forced to complete 
the trip by using the most rapid routes--those which run parallel to the railroad. 


Paralyzing the railroad has contributed still more in delaying the economic construc- 
tion program in the central plateau area--the country's most densely populated area. 


Implantation 


Despite its methods, UNITA still has an unequaled way of implanting itself among 

the inhabitants of Angola's sentral area. First, there is the tribal sentiment which 
is still prevalent in the couniry despite MPLA's efforts to eradicate it. Jonas 
Savimbi is a native of Chinguzr, in Bie, scarcely 20 km from Katchiungo, and, since 

the time of the anticolonial struggle, his organization has been made up of combatants 
coming from the central and eastern parts. Moreover, UNITA is now the only politica! 
force combating the MPLA inside its own territory. Therefore, it is channeling 











almost all the existing discontent against the Luanda regime. In the streets of 
Huambo and even in Benguela it is not difficult to find people who complain about 
UNITA but are at a loss to come up with any political alternative which might exist. 


With regard to tribalism, UNITA also ends up being its victim. In fact, Jonas Savimbi 
can never escape being limited to a specific area--that of which he is a native. 

He is well aware of the limitations of his activity and has long ago come to the 
conclusion that he shall never be able to enter Luanda victorious. "There is no 
military victory to be achieved here," he stated recently. "We believe that the 
government will eventually enter into negotiations with us. The problem remains 

to force ti to do so." 


The FAPLA in Difficulty 


It is this negotiated solution which the MPLA continues to reject peremptorily 
(although it is said that a strong tendency exists within its Central Committee favor- 
able to the initiation of conversations with Jonas Savimbi). 


With the help of the Cuban forces, the government has tried recently to intensify 
its oppressive actions against UNITA's guerrillas. Moreover, Lucio Lara, second 
in rank in the Angolan hierarchy, went to Bie recently to try, among other things, 
to coordinate the combat against UNITA in that province. 


However, it has not been easy to rout the guerrillas from their areas of entrenchment. 
Although the cities continue to remain firmly in the hands of the MPLA, the dense 
jungles in the central area still serve as an ideal refuge for UNITA's members. And 
not many guerrillas are needed in each area to cause permanent damage. In any case, 
it appears that the ranks of this organization are not lacking in numbers: It is 
said that there are more than 20,000 men armed with Soviet AK-47 automatic rifles, 

and this is not denied in Luanda. 


With regard to the FAPLA, difficulties have worsened in the past few months due to 
the need to concentrate troops in the south to counteract the South African invasion 
which began on 23 August. 


As for UNITA, Pretoria's raid had three advantages: It alleviated the pressure being 
exerted by the Angolan Army, reopened the supply lines across the Namibian border 

and enabled UNITA to occupy the territory whose route was opened up by the South 
African troops. 


Savimbi's Ally 


In fact, South Africa has been Jonas Savimbi's major ally (in addition to the United 
States--which may again resume aid to UNITA, after it was stopped by the "Clark amend- 
ment" ratified ia Jimmy Carter's time to prevent U.S. intervention in Angola--and 
Morocco where the organization's guerrillas are being trained militarily). Although 
he expresses reluctance with regard to "apartheid," Jonas Savimbi does not fail to 
admit and even explain this apparently illogical alliance: "So long as the South 
Africans arein Namibia, we have no other alternative than to maintain relations with 
them," he observed recently. "It is nothing for which we have to be ashamed." 














But in continuing to cause destruction in Angola, UNITA is ending up serving Pretoria's 
designs. It is not astonishing that the South African regime is serving this organi- 
zation as a weapon of blackmail with regard to Luanda: Support to UNITA against 
protection to SWAPO. 


With respect to the MPLA, all internal instability could end as soon as Namibia becomes 
independent. In fact, that is apparently what UNITA is counting on. Cutting off 

that route would mean its strangulation. But at what price? And here South Africa 
could again intervene using UNITA as a means of exchange, that is, demanding that 
Angola abandon its acceptance of Western proposals for Namibia's independence in 
return for aid to the guerrillas. Could Luanda's recent moderation in face of the 
negotiations on Southwest Africa have anything to do with this? Probably so, although 
everything is still continuing to be quite vague. Whatever the case may be, in order 
to reach an agreement, one of the parties will have to sacrifice some of its pawns. 
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ANGOLA 


BAD TIMES FOR FNLA REPORTED 
Lisbon EXPRESSO in Portuguese 7 Nov 81 EXPRESSINTERNACIONAL Supplement pp VI-VII 


[Text] Does the FNLA [Angolan National Liberation Front] still exist? This question 
is asked by many people who are wondering what could have happened to Holden Roberto 
after his crushing defeat almost at Luanda's gates in face of an MPLA inclined to 
settle accounts shortly after having proclaimed independence. 


An FNLA communique, recently distributed abroad, called for a continuation of intense 
activity in vast areas of the northern provinces. However, the number of dead, seriously 
wounded or vanished acknowledged in that paper was enough to make one think that 

all was not going well for the movement. 





The extent of the attacks carried out by the FNLA is difficult to estimate. However, 
it is certain that this group acted with a certain degree of persistence which, more- 
over, is confirmed by the Angolan authorities themselves. In Caxito, capital of 
Bengo--bordering upon Luanda--Lopes Maria (Xi-Mutu), its provincial commissioner 

and active member of the Central Committee, acknowledged recently that "there are 
still some small groups in the municipalities of Nambuangongo and Ambriz." And he 
_adds: "Armed groups are still impeding the operation of some coffee plantations." 





Xi-Mutu goes on to say: "Nevertheless, although those individuals are continuing 

to engage in acts of various kinds, those acts are being done timidly,'"' He continues: 
"A cleanup operation was performed and movement is good in almost the entire province. 
The influence of those gangs greatly decreased after 1977-1978." 


In truth, anyone traveling in the north has the impression that the army has managed 
to isolate the FNLA groups and that those groups are fighting under very difficult 
conditions from both the standpoint of movement and supply. The environment appears 
much more calm and the authorities less concerned than, for example, those in Huambo, 
where UNITA is active. 


However, curiously, in Luanda the military leaders are continuing to have headaches 
because of what they term "a concentration of mercenaries" on the border with Zaire. 
In this connection, there is still hope. 
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ANGOLA 


BRIEFS 


ARAB FISHING LOAN--The Arab Bank for Economic Development in Africa (BADEA) has 
lent Angola $10m, to help finance a scheme to rehabilitate fishing ports. The 
loan is repayable in 15 years at six percent interest with a five year grace 
period, The Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development (KFAED) has already 


contributed $12m, to the $27.7m. project. [Text] [London WEST AFRICA in English 
No 3361, 4 Ja 82 p 43] 
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BANJUL ISSUES JOINT COMMUNIQUE ON CONFEDERATION 


London WEST AFR-CA in English No 3361, 4 Jan 82 pp 10-11 


(Text ] 


The Senegalese Nationai Assembly last Tuesday, December 29, 
unanimously approved the 20-page, 24-article treaty uniting Senegal and 
The Gambia into the Confederation of Senegambia. In The Gambia, on 

the other hand, the 39-member Parliament, which was due to debate the 
treaty at the same time, was not unanimous, some Members of the 
opposition complained that they had not been properly consulted and 
walked out of the Chamber. The vote on the treaty was passed by 32 votes 
to nil. The treaty was expected to come into force on January 1. Below are 


two articles by recent visitors to Banjul. 


FOLLOWING the joint communiqué, 
issued in Banjul on November 14, 1981, 
announcing their intention of establishing a 
‘“Senegambia Confederation”, Presidents 
Diouf and Jawara have signed a more 
detailed agreement in Dakar. This will be 
followed by a full-scale treaty between the 
two countries, although they will remain 
independent, whatever degree of integra- 
tion is achieved in their armed forces, 
external policies, communications and eco- 
nomies. 

It may be many months before the treaty 
and its protocols setting out in detail the 
proposed arrangements, are ready for ratt- 
fication, although the two Parliaments 
have already been considering the Dakar 
agreement. And, although in the end The 
Gambia will adopt the CFA franc, even the 
treaty may, for example, do no more than 
confirm the two leaders’ intention of estab- 
lishing the ‘monetary union” mentioned in 
the original communiqué. Sir Dawda 
Jawara has explained that monetary union 
must follow, not precede, “economic un- 
ion”, since Currencies are an expression of 
the economies they serve, and the concept 
of “economic union” is complex. 


The concept obviously includes harmo- 
nisation of customs duties — but the two 
countries are already committed to that 
under the ECOWAS agreements. It must 
include harme@aisation of the prices paid to 
groundnut farmers — but little progress 
was made on this by the existing Senegam- 
bian Permanent Secretariat, which has 
been at work in its old colonial building in 
Banjul since the 1960s. 

Indeed it could be said that the proposed 
confederation, because it expresses a new 
political will, in effect revives and streng- 
thens the efforts which the Permanent 
Secretariat has been making for many 
years towards strengthening links between 
the two countries. And, while the armed 
and security forces are to be “‘integrated”’, 
it must not be forgotten that the agreement 
under which the Senegal troops entered 
The Gambia last August to suppress the 
uprising, was made as iong ago as 1965 — 
so the intervention was not a hasty panic 
measure. The new arrangement only 
makes more explicit Senegal’s concern 
about security in The Gambia. 
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Parties 
confer 


An example of the new political will was 
last month’s meeting in the plush surround- 
ings of Banjul'’s Atlantic Hotel of delega- 
tions from the ruling parties of the two 
countries — Senegal’s Socialist Party and 
The Gambia’s PPP. Fifteen delegates from 
each party attended and both delegations 
included women. The Gambian delegation 
was led by the Attorney General and 
Minister of Justice, Mr. Lamine Saho 
and Mr. A. B. Nijie, assistant Secretary- 
General of the PPP. The Senegalese group 
was led by the Minister of Justice and 
Keeper of the Seal, Mr. Alioun Badara 
and the Minister of Hydraulics, Mr. Assan 
Seck. 

Officially the meeting was held to discuss 
“common issues and future co-operation”. 
But, as politicians, the delegates devoted 
much attention to the composition and 
functions of the institutions proposed for 
the Confederation — the Council of Minis- 
ters and the Confederal Parliament (it is 
already agreed that the President of Sene- 
gal should be President of the Confedera- 
tion and Sir Dawda, Vice-President, an 
agreement so thoroughly misunderstood 
by Mr. M. B. Jones, editor of the Gambia 


Outlook, that he reported that the office of 
Vice-President of The Gambia was to be 
abolished). The delegates even discussed 
the Speakership of the Parliament — this, I 
think, will go to The Gambia. Prominent 
among the PPP delegates was Alhaji Gar- 
ba-Jahumpa, the veteran politician who, 
then Minister of Finance, lost his seat at 
the last election. He may find a new lease 
of life in the Confederation. 

In The Gambia itself the Field Force, 
which mutinied last July, has been dis- 
banded and a new force 1s being recruited 
from scratch. The many Field Force mem- 
bers who remained loyal can apply for 
re-enlistment and will be welcome. But 
novody will be accepted if there is the 
shghtest doubt: about his loyalty. The 
President is also said to envisage a change 
mm the role of the force, which, while 
remaiming para-military, will have a more 
important role in police work than hitherto 
— coming to resemble a gendarmerie, and 
so, perhaps, not being as short of work as it 
Was. 
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Military 
uncertainty 


Sir Dawda is also said to envisage the 
raising of a purely military unit in The 
Gambia — which has had no army since 
independence — as the country’s contribu- 
tion to the proposed “integrated” Sene- 
gambian army. For, he argues, if the two 
countries’ armed forces are to be inte- 
grated, The Gambia must have an armed 


force to Contribute. This concept, how- 
ever, May Cause some difficulty. There will 
be a single command for the permanently 
unified army, and the idea of separate 
“contingents” from the two countries may 
be thought to conflict with the theory of 
“integration”, Perhaps when the Sene- 
galese army is transferred to the Confed- 
eration army, recruitment will be thrown 
open to individual Gambians, and units in 
the new army will be “mixed”. 

There have been suggestions that the 
proposed arrangements should be submit- 
ted to a referendum in each country. Each 
President maintains, however, that his 
Parliament is competent to decide whether 
and in what form the arrangement should 
go forward. 

More important is the prospect of a 
general election in The Gambia this year. 
Under the constitution Parliament should 
be dissolved early in May this year, after its 
life of five years expires, and elections 
should take place not more than three 
months thereafter. There is now, however, 
a State of Emergency in The Gambia 
which could cover that period, making 
election campaigning impossible. A num- 
ber of opposition politicians — including 
the Leader of the Opposition — are also 
still in detention. It seems unlikely, too, 
that The Gambia can dispense with Sene- 
galese help in security within the next six 
months or so. So there might still be a 
Senegalese military ‘presence’ during the 
election campaign. To this opposition par- 
ties would strongly object, although the 
Senegalese troops now in The Gambia are 
unobtrusive, and most polite. 











GHANA 


TRIBAL FEELINGS SEEN AS CONTINUING CAUSE OF FRICTION 


London WEST AFRICA in English No 3361, 4 Jan 82 pp 13-14 


[Text] 


ON SATURDAY December 12 last year 
thousands of Ashantis dressed in mourning 
cloths converged upon the durbar grounds 
at Manhyia in Kumasi, outside the palace 
of the Asantehene, Otumfuo Opoku Ware 
II. Some came in cars and taxis flying red 
flags showing the porcupine, symbol of the 
warriors of Ashanti. 

They came to hear the Asantehene 
address the chiefs of the Asante Confed- 
eracy about the long-standing dispute be- 
tween Ashanti and Brong Ahafo which had 
led, about a fortnight before, to the killing 
of the Paramount Chief of Offuman, a 
small town in Brong Ahafo. 

The Brong Ahafo Region is an adminis- 
trative entity created during the time of 
President Kwame Nkrumah. Although 
most of its people, like the Ashantis, are 
Akan, they are not a single traditional unit. 
The Brong people are the remnants of the 
ancient Bono Kingdom which flourished 
before Ashanti arose, whilst other tradi- 
tional states within the region were estab- 
lished at different periods. 

In 1750 the Asantehene Opoku Ware | 
conquered Bono. From this and subse- 
quent military and political activities within 
what is now Brong Ahafo arose the claims 
of Ashanti to the allegiance of certain 
‘islands’ of territory outside the modern 
administrative boundaries of Ashanti. 

Over the past 2() years, these ‘islands’ 
have bee: the subject of a long series of 
battles, periods of exile, petitions to the 
colonial administration, court cases, com- 
missions of enquiry and disputes from the 
village level up to the National House of 
Chiefs. 
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Nkrumah’s motives in creating the 
Brong Ahafo Region were largely political 
— to strike a blow to the power and 
influence of Ashanti, a centre of opposi- 
tion to his régime, and to win the support 
of the people of the new region. However, 
he created a curious situation where admi- 
nistrative boundaries cut across the lines of 
traditional influence, and resentment con- 
tinued to smoulder, fanned from time to 
time by champions of one or the other side. 

Resentment flared up again early in 1981 
when the Asantehene elevated some of his 
rulers to the status of paramount chiefs, 
among them being the chiefs of some of the 
Brong Ahafo ‘islands’. Many citizens of the 
region wondered how such chiefs, by virtue 
of the location of their territory, could sit 
as members of the Brong Ahafo House of 
Chiefs and yet swear allegiance in Kumasi, 
the capital of Ashanti, to the Asantehene. 

The late chief of Offuman was one of 
those elevated to the paramountcy. To 
some of the people of Offuman, this made 
him a traitor to the Brong cause, and they 
regard an ex-chief of the town, removed 
after the overthrow of Nkrumah, as their 
true chief. 

The recent killings arose over the 
celebration of the annual yam festival of 


the town and which chief should officiate at 
the ceremonies, 

Accounts of what happened are many 
and various. Official accounts are vague, 
whilst accounts passed from mouth to 
mouth are full of lurid and conflicting 
details. The gist of most Ashanti accounts 
is that the Paramount Chief, together with 
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some members of his family and suppor- 
ters, was brutally massacred by a mob of 
Brong hotheads. The Brong version is that 
the chief shot and killed some members of 
a protesting crowd, and was then killed in 
the fighting which swept the town. What- 
ever the Case, feelings on both sides are 
running high. It was against this back- 
ground that the Asantehene summoned his 
people to hear him speak at Manhyia. 

_In his speech, he described at length the 
historical, legal and administrative back- 
ground of the matter and appealed for 
peace. He also indicated his intention to 
elevate more Brong Ahafo chiefs who have 
been loyal to Ashanti, and declared that 
the Ashanti are a proud people and cannot 
sit unconcerned if any further violence 
should occur. 

In effect, whilst appealing for reason, he 
also made it clear that he did not intend 
to make any concessions and will resist any 
attempt to reduce Ashanti influence in 
Brong Ahafo. 

Meanwhile, the government, bound by 
the Constitution not to interfere in tradi- 
tional matters, can do little but appeal for 
calm, although it can hardly avoid thinking 
of the fact that Mr. Victor Owusu, who is 
likely to be the main contender at the next 
general election, is an Ashanti, and this 
may well gain the government some votes 
in Brong Ahafo. 

In this potentially explosive situation, the 
Asantehene and his elders appear to 
underestimate the depth of feelings 
aroused. They quote historical rights, legal 
decisions and administrative actions, and 
demand, quite justifiably, the publication 
of the report of the Coussey Commission 
which examined the dispute over two years 
ago. Spokesmen for the other side score 
points by countering with opposing histor- 
ical, economic, legalistic and political argu- 
ments. But they all seem to forget that the 
deep resentment felt by the ordinary peo- 
ple of the affected ‘islands’ is not a matter 
of logic, but of emotion. They see Ashanti 
in the role of a colonial power, and the 
subjects of colonialism do not think logical- 
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ly about how their masters came to power. 
All they can think of is their longing for 
self-determination and their resolve to 
achieve it. 

The creation by the Asantehene of 
paramount chiefs in Brong Ahafo is, to 
many Brongs, simply a reminder of their 
humiliation, a symbol of being subjects in 
their own country and on their own ances- 
tral lands. The matter cannot be resolved 
by the acceptance or rejection of historical 


or legal arguments. If this were the case, 
Ghana would not be independent now. 
The people of the Gold Coast could have 
been told that they were colonial subjects 
by virtue of legal treaties, and in some 
areas by conquest, but this would not have 
cooled their thirst for independence. 


If a lasting solution is to be found, it will 
need compromises taking account of the 
present feelings of loyalty and identity of 
people in the areas concerned. 


Probably the only way to assess these 
feelings would be to hold referenda in the 
affected areas, but apart from the practical 
problems involved, such referenda could 
not be ordered by the government, since 
the Constitution prohibits government in- 
volvement in chieftaincy affairs. [t might 
be possible to organise such referenda if 
the request to do so came from the 
National House of Chiefs, but it is very 
difficult to imagine traditional rulers taking 
kindly to the idea of the ballot-box in 
customary matters. 


An unofficial commission has been set 
up under the joint chairmanship of the 
Catholic Bishops of Kumasi and Sunyani, 
with the agreement of the Ashanti and 
Brong Ahafo Youth Associations, but 
whether this commission will carry any 
significant weight with the chiefs or most 
of the people remains to be seen. 


Unless this ancient dispute is handled 
with tact and flexibility, recognising the 
emotions of those concerned, and not as a 
dusty legal exercise, it will continue to be a 
cause of friction and periodic eruptions of 
violence. 











GHANA 


BRIEFS 


JURISTS CRITICIZE 'PEOPLE'S COURTS'=--Geneva, January 7--The International Commission 
of Jurists today criticised a decision by the new authorities in Ghana to try by 
people's courts those accused of "crimes against the people."" In a statement 
here, the Commission said Ghana had a "highly qualified and courageous Bar, 
capable and independent magistrates and a tradition of fair trials in which 
defence rights are respected."' The new rulers' move suggested members of the 
ousted Government and others would be tried on the basis of vague charges relat- 
ing to acts legitimate at the time they were carried out, the Commission said. 

The trials, announced by Radio Accra yesterday, also suggested the accused would 
be refused the right of defence and be sentenced by judges having no legal 
experience, in violation of any basic legal principle, it said. The announcement 
by Ghana's Provisional National Defence Council follows the military coup d'Etat 
led by former flight-lieutenant Jerry Rawlings against the civilian Government 

of President Hilla Limann on December 31, The International Commission of Jurists 
is a non-governmental organisation with consultative status to the United Nations 
and the Council of Europe. Its aim is to defend and promote the respect of human 
rights as proclaimed in the universal declaration, (A.F.P.) [Text] [Paris 
AFRICA AFP in English 8 Jan 82 p 16] 
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LIBERIA 


DOE APPEALS TO ELEVEN AMBASSADORS TO INCREASE THEIR NATIONS’ AID 


Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 24 Dec 81 pp l, 13 





[Article by Madison Y. Meahyen] 


[Excerpt] The [word indistinct] Government has made an old appeal to the 
traditional foreign friends of Liberia to come to the rescue of the nation 
in these critical times. 


Head of State, C-I-C Doe, speaking at the Unity Conference Center on Wednesday, 
urged the United States, the European Community, Japan and South Korea to commit 
substantial financial assistance to the direct economy of Liberia. 


In a forthright and direct appeal, he asked the United States to provide Liberia 
with one billion dollars, the European Economic Community, one billion dollars, 
and Japan and South Korea combined--half a billion dollars. 


The Head of State requested that such commitments be made in the form of outright 
grants, economic development to “our people." But, the program required money, 
he added, 


Head of State Doe cited the construction of housing units for soldiers, which, 
he said, was a priority program expected to be completed by June 1983, 


He said if the military did not have barracks to occupy, it would be difficult 
for the country to return to civilian rule, 


Head of State Doe also spoke of his government's desire to do "something for 
the Liberian people," in the areas of farm-to-market roads, adequate medicare, 
scholarships and training programs, as well as logistics for the military and 
paramilitary forces, 


The Commander-in-Chief said the armed forces would be "very happy if they were 
quartered and the well-being of the Liberian people well secured." 


Head of State Doe also appealed to the ambassadors to encourage more businessmen 
to invest in Liberia, assuring them that the investment climate in the country 


was secured, 
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LIBERIA 


WESTERN COUNTRIES, JAPAN PERMIT NATION TO RESCHEDULE DEBT 


Monrobia NEW LIBERIAN in English 24 Dec 81 p 2 


[Text] 
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In order to facilitate the 
revitilization of the na- 
tion's economy , western 
countries which met recently 
in Paris have decided to 
grant Liberia an important 
re-scheduling of its ex- 
ternal debt. 

According to the Agence 
France Press (AFP), this was 
announced by the French Fi- 
nance and Economics Minis- 
ter. 

The announcement said the 
arrangement of the debt av- 
plies to the original period 
of nayment of more than a 
vear, effective January l, 
1982 to June 30, 1983, as 
hased on the contracts sign- 
ed norior to Januarv 1, 1980, 


The payment will now be 
made by the Liberian Govern- 
ment over a period of nine 
years including a four-year 
grace period. 

According to reports, this 
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“decision was reached follow- 
ing the trip to Europe of 
the Liberian Minister of Fi- 


nance Alvin Jones, and Plan- 
ning Minister Dr. Byron 





Tarr. They were accomnanied 
by Deputv Finance Minister 
John Bestman, Deputy. Plan- 
ning Minister Paul Jeffrey, 
ang Dr. Emmanuel Akpa, eco- 
nomis‘t at the Finance Minis- 
try. 

During the two-day meeting 
of the Paris Club comprising 
eight western countries -- 





+ ee ~~ 


West Germany, the United 
States, Italy, Japan, Nor- 


way, Sweden, Great Britain 
and France <-- the various 
representatives 





indicated 


that they were particularly 
touched by and satisfied 
with the elaborate economic 
program undertaken by the 
Liberian Government towards 


the revitilization of its 
economy. 








PRC COMMITTEES’ ABOLITION 


Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 24 Dec 81 p 3 


[Text] 
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Head of State, CIC Samuel K. 
Doe, has abolished with im- 
mediate effect, all committees of 
the People’s Redemption Coun- 
cil which had been serving on the 
various government ministries 
and agencies since the takeover 
in April of 1980. 

This was contained in his 
Christmas message delivered 
yesterday at the Unity Con- 
ference Center in Virginia. 

The decision to abolish all 
PRC Committees once and for 
all, CIC Doe said, followed the 
constant harassment and in- 
timidation of ministers, judges, 
government officials, investors 


as well as businessmen. Such’ 
behaviour, he said; had been ° 


‘‘causing us very serious embar- 


18 


rassment’’ . 

He said this attitude of some 
Council members was one of the 
remaining obstacles to the pur- 
suance of a defined policy for 
the PRC. ‘ 

The Head of State therefore 
mandated that from now on- 
wards ‘‘any Councilman found 
intetferring in the affairs of the 
Ministries and Agencies of 
Government will be immediately 
dismissed from the Council’, 
the People’s Redemption Coun- 
cil. 

In this regard, the Co- 
Chairman of the PRC and Vice 
Head of State, Major General J. 
Nicholas Podier, was em- 
powsred to enforce this ,regula- 
tion. 
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GUINEAN AGREEMENT TO DREDGE MONROVIA FREEPORT SIGNED 


Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 21 Dec 81 pp 1, 3 


[Article by Cynthia Greaves] 


[Text] 


Commerce Minister 
E. Sumo Jones has said 
thatAfrican countries 
should not be ashamed 
to turn to one another 
for technical assistance, 


especially if such coun- 
tries prove to be as com 


petent as their European 
and American counter: 


parts. 


He noted that for a long 
time ‘‘ African countries have 
been over-looking each other 
for the undertaking of 
technical projects. He said 
‘‘this has made many 
African companies feel in- 
competent.”’ 

The Commerce Minister 
was speaking during an inter- 
vieW Thursday’ ON an agree- 
ment recently signed between 
the governments of Guinea 
and Liberia to undertake the 
dredging of the Freeport of 
Monrovia and Greenville, 
Sinoe respectively. 
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The $1.5 million contract, 
signed last Thursday, bet- 
ween the National Port 


Authority of Liberia and 
Somidrat of Guinea, was 
unique for Liberia which for 
the.first time engaged a com- 
pany from another African 
country to carry out a 
technical project of such 
magnitude. 

Said Minister Jones: ‘‘We 
should not always look to 
developed nations. Friendly 
countries of the OAU, 
ECOWAS and MRU should 
be our priority, and only 
when all avenues here have 
been exhausted, should we 
give contracts to non-African 
companies,’’ he emphasised. 

Such a move would not 
only strengthen ties among 
sister courtries, he added, 
but would also reaffirm their 
committment to the OAU. 


Minister Jones ee ven et | 
that he had been informed by 


the Bong Mines Company 
about the shallowness of the 
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treeport harbour, a situatior 
which he said was unsafe fo- 
large bulk carriers of crude 
oil and which might also 
necessitate the closure of the 
company if left untreated. 
He explained that he 
therefore contacted the Gui- 
nean Ambassador to Liberia 
who was aware that Guinea 
had faced similar problems 
with its port and presently 
owns a dredging complex. 
He added that a European 
company and an Ivorian firm 
were later contacted, too, but 
‘we discovered that the Gui- 
nean company had both the 
expertise and were more 
economical than their 
counterparts’’, the Minister 


said. 


Signing for his Govern- 
the Guinean Am- 


ment, 
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bassador to Liberia, His Ex- 


cellency Moussa Cisse ex- 


fey ppreciation to the 
PRC Government for the 
confidence imposed in his 
country and promised that 
the project will be to the 
satisfaction of both parties. 

The project, scheduled to 
begin within the next three 
weeks, will extend over a 
three-month period and is 
being totally financed by the 
National Port Authority. 

Meanwhile, a _ three-man 
team from the Ministry of 
Commerce and NPA, in- 
cluding NPA Managing 
Director Anthony Tarpeh 
has left the country at the in- 
vitation of the Guinean 
Government to visit and ap- 
praise dredging works of the 
Guinean port undertaken by 
Somidrat. 











LPRC TO BENEFIT FROM CRUDE OIL LOAN PURCHASE 


Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 23 Dec 81 pp 1, 10 


[Article by Madison Y. Meahyen] 


[Text] 


The Liberia Petroleum Refin- 
ing Company (LPRC) is to 
benefit from a $50 million oil 
loan granted by a group of 24 
foreign banks, through the Na- 
tional Housing and Savings 

Bank, for the purchase of crude, 
oil in 1982 | 

The agreement gueranteang 
this oil credit facility was f ormal- 
ly signed yesterday by the Pres: | 


dent of Natioxral Housing and 
Savings Bank. Mr. Fiillary A 
Dennis, and the Managing 
Director of LF RC, Mr. Cletu: 
Wortorson, at th’ Saving- 
Bank's headquartas at the 
Waterside, Monrovia. 

Mr. Dennis, whose banking 
institution made the negotiation 
for the ¢redit facility possible 
said the year 1981 had been . 
difficult one both for the Ne 
tional Housing and Savings 
Bank and LPRC. 

However, he was grateful to 
the lending institutions, the syn- 
dicate of 24 foreign banks, the 
Government of Liberia and the 
United States Government in 
particular, for the un 
precedented assistance to ensure 
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that the loan was maae avaiiabie 
to Liberia. 


Confidence 


A cross-section of the lending 
institutions; are the Bank of 
America, the First National 
Bank of Chicago, Gulf Interna- 
tional Irving Trust, Chase 
Manhattan Bank, Taiyokobe 
Bank of Japan, Bank of Tokyo, 
Bank of Rome and two German 
Banks, Berlina-Handels and 
UND Bank, among others. 

Mr. Cletus Wortorson, LPRC 
Managing Director, on behalf of 
his company, said the conclusion 
of the agreement was ‘‘a 
demonstration of renewed con- 
fidence in .the operations of 
LPRC’’. 

He said inspite of the difficu’ 
ty faced in the purchase of o! 
ana vil refinery, and despite the 
fact that his company initially 
requested $65 million, he was 
nappy that the $50 million 
assistance had been made possi. 
ble to keep LPRC running. 

Mr. Wortorson said in an in- 
terview afterwards that he was 
fully confident that the National 
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Housing and Savings Bank 
would provide the balance of 
$15 million needed by his com- 
pany. 

Finance Minista G. Alvin 
Jones, who was also present at 
the signing ceremony, said there 
was great concern within official 
circles that the negotiations 
would not go through, but while 
on a trin to Europe recently, the 
“‘good news’’ came that the 
money ‘had been approved for , 
Liberia. He expressed, 
gratefulness to the donors and to | 
those who made the negotiations | 


‘possible. He said this was a plus | 


for Housing Bank: 

Mr. Charles Minor, Vice: 
President of National Housing 
and Savings Bank who made: 
pre-signing remarks stressed the’ 
importance of oil to the 
economy. 

He said because of this impor- 
tance, the nation cannot con 
tinue to rely on credif or loans 
from abroad to maintain or set- 
tle its oil obligations. He added | 
that it was necessary, therefore, 
that concrete efforts be taken 
here at home to take care of our 
financial obligations. 











LIBERIA 


BRIEFS 


ITALIAN LOAN--The Government of Italy has agreed to grant Liberia a $10 million 
loan to re-do the streets and the drainage system in Monrovia, The loan which 
was agreed upon after an accord to reschedule Liberia's $6 million debt with the 
Italian Government was initialed by Finance Minister G. Alvin Jones and Public 
Works Minister Edwin Brooks in Rome, following talks with officials of the Italian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Foreign Trade. This was made 
known yesterday in an interview with Finance Minister Jones who has just returned 
home after participating in other financial talks in Paris, France and Dusseldorf, 
West Germany. He also visited Holland. [By Rufus M. Darpoh]) [text] [Monrovia 
DAILY OBSERVER in English 22 Dec 81 pp 1, 10] 
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POLITICS MAURITIUS 


SIR GAETAN DUVAL ADDRESSES PMSD CONGRESS OF 800 
"Play the Diego Card' 


Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 14 Dec 81 p 5 


/Creole language quotes deleted. Passages within slantlines denote boldface. / 


/Text/ Sir Gaetan Duval, leader of the Mauritian Social Democrat Party (PMSD) 
exhorted his supporters at their congress held yesterday at the Venus cinema in 
Port-Louis to rally to the standard of his party which alone, he said, can pull 
the country out of its rut, get industry and development started anew, create 
new jobs and encourage Mauritian emigration to Europe and the United States, 


Yesterday's regional congress, chaired by Mme G. Henry, was organized 
as part of the national congress the party plans to hold on 21 Feb- 
ruary. Its aim was to allow PMSD sympathizers and members to engage 
in /frank discussions/ with the party leadership. This was how it 
came about that some people, taking advantage of this opportunity, 
called on Sir Gaetan to promise that "unknowns looking for cushy jobs" 
would not be forced on the voters on the eve of the elections. Later 
on, Mr Duval said that candidates would be chosen only from among the 
ranks of /active members/ of the party. 


The PMSD leader explained to his audience that his party can stili 
/work miracles/, provided, though, that it has popular support and 
that it manages, in the forthcoming elections, to capture some seats 
from the opposition. 


According to Mr. Duval, half the nation's problems can be solved if 
the government agrees to play the Diego Garcia card to the hilt. It 
must demand that the Americans give Mauritian workers first chance at 
the construction jobs on Diego Garcia. Furthermore, all products, in- 
cluding foodstuffs, consumed on Diego must be imported from Mauritius 
rather than from Malaysia or the Philippines. 


Mr.Duval had another suggestion: let's ask the Americans to reopen 
the port of Mahebourg in exchange for our promise that they can use 
it in case of war. The Americans, though, would also have to help 
the Mauritian authorities to transform their country into a major 
vacation center which could attract increasing numbers of tourists. 
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This idea, claimed the PMSD leader, had been suggested to the French 
in 1973. Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam had favored the project and had 
talked about it with the French government. After some discussion, 
he says, an agreement was signed. Later on, however, Sir Seewoosagur 
Ramgoolam had second thoughts about his decision, and the project was 
abandoned -- nobody knows precisely why. That was one of the issues 
that led to the breakup of the governing coalition of the time. 


On another subject, Sir Gaetan Duval had harsh criticism for Labor and 
Industrial Relations Minister Razack Peeroo, who recently had the ef- 
frontery, at the Muslim Action Committee (CAM) congress, to side with 
/Libya which, according to Mr Duval, spends around 5§ million rupees 

a month in Mauritius/. In this context, the speaker lashed out at 
Libya's behavior in Mauritius and called on his supporters to beware 
of parties that /endorse the terrorists/. Mauritius' future, he 
argues, lies with friendly countries like France and the United States, 
which have always helped in the country's economic development. 


In conclusion, Sir Gaetan Duval launched an appeal to his supporters 
asking them not to /go looking for a change for the worse, but for a 
change for the better/. The communists, should they rise to power, 

he said, will transform the country into a huge prison and will strike 
a mortal blow at our freedoms. /"Take care not to fall between Scyl- 
la and Charybdis,"/ he warned. 





PMSD Revives 1976 Issues 


Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 21 Dec 81 p 4 





| Text] "It is better to die bravely under a bomb than to go on liv- 
ing in misery under a communist regime." With that short sentence, 
Sir Gaetan Duval made it clear yesterday at a PMSD congress that he 
plans to do what he did throughout the 1976 campaign, and hammer away 
at the perils of the advent of a "communist regime" with a possible 
takeover of the government by the Mauritian Militant Movement (MMM) 
and the Mauritian Socialist Party (PSM). 


Sir Gaetan Duval, who will officially kick off his party's electoral 
campaign on 21 February at its national congress, will seize the op-: 
portunity to announce the names of its candidates and the PMSD's 
election platform. Why 21 February, rather than sooner? The PMSD 
feels that the actual date of the elections will not be known till 
then. 


The PMSD's platform will be all but indistinguis!’able from that of 
1976. It will call upon the people to support emigration to Euro- 
pean countries, to expect creation of 75,000 new jobs with the open- 
ing of new industrial installations in the Free Zone, the construc- 
tion of new hotels, opening of the port of Maheburg, and the creation 
of a holiday resort at Maheburg for use by American and French sai- 
lors and soldiers. 
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PMSD campaign oratory will also lean heavily on denunciation of Li- 
bya's role in Mauritius. During yesterday's congress, Sir Gaetan 
Duval delivered a fiery tirade against Libya, to enthusiastic ap- 
plause from his audience. The party leader charged that the Mauri- 
tian government, conniving with unnamed leaders of the MMM, had al- 
ready thrown Mauritius into the Libyan orbit. /"We must not let our 
country be handed over to Libya now! "/ 


What role will the PMSD pay during the impending general elections? 
Sir Gaetan Duval will try to get a sufficient number of his men elec- 
ted to parliament to be able to impose his views on issues of national 
import. The PMSD will field its candidates primarily in urban areas, 
with a few in other districts, including those of Savanne/Riviere Noire, 
Maheburg, Plaine Magnien, and Grand Baie/Poudre d'Or. 


What stand will the PMSD take vis-a-vis the Labor Party? Although 
the PMSD leader admits that the Labor Party has a few sound candi- 


dates in its ranks, he feels that "You would be committing a sin if 
you voted for that government again." 


6182 
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POLITICS MAURITIUS 


COMMENTARY ON POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS 


Port Louis HORIZONS NOUVEAUX in French 20-26 Dec 81 p 2 


| Political commentary by Antonio Lucchesi, with the collaboration of 
an executive editor of HORIZONS NOUVEAUX | 


[Text | As it watches what is happening in Poland, the right-wing 
press rejoices. Lindsay Riviere sees myths exploding (still) in the 
East. 


Everybody still remembers the brutal way in which the cowboy-president 
of the United States, Reagan, summarily fired 14,000 workers, flight 
controllers, simply because they dared call a strike to demand their 
rights. The fired controllers were replaced by military personnel. 


Nobody has yet forgotten the way the Israeli army crushed a strike by 
some inhabitants of the Gaza Strip -- in occupied Palestine -- whose 
rights (if they still have any) are systematically trampled underfoot 
by the Israeli occupier, a natural and protected ally of the United 
States. 


While the drama is unfolding in Poland, the Zionist state, over whose 
lot Mr Riviere shed hot tears in LE MAURICIEN when Mauritius decided 
to break diplomatic relations with it, has annexed the occupied Golan 
Heights, in Syrian territory. "A step viewed by practically every 
nation in the world as a flagrant violation of international law," as 
the French AFP wire service put it. 


A little bit closer to home South Africa, another ally of the United 
States, is engaged in relentless aggression against such front-line 
nations as Mozambique, Zambia, and most particularly Angola, occupy- 
ing territory, setting fire to crops, sabotaging vital installations, 
and slaughtering civilians. 


Still closer to home, big, generous France occupies the little Mauri- 
tian island of Tromelin, not to mention the Malagasy islands and the 
island of Mayotte in the Comoros. 


To the east of Mauritius lies a country where Mr Riviere, I am told, 
often spends his holidays: Australia, which will admit Mauritians only 
provided they fall into certain color, ethnic, and religious catego- 
ries. There is flagrant racism for youl 
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Why is it that in all these cases, which we cite merely by way of 
example, Mr Riviere writes not a word, much less a word of condemna- 
tion? Why can he see only when he looks to the east, which claims 
to be socialist, but about whose true nature Mr Riviere tells us 
nothing? 


Yes: why is it that Mr Riviere whispers not a word about the crimes 
of the racists in Pretoria, but, quite the contrary, allows people to 
paint South Africa in the pages of his paper as "a world in a single 
country: genuinely exotic, astonishingly various, easily accessible, 
thoroughly hospitable, and so enriching"? 


Why is it that Mr Riviere and penny-a-liners are invariably eager to 
sing the praises of Israeli-style peace while the Zionist tanks are 
crushing out the very existence of the Palestinian people, made up 
of millions of Moslems, Christians, and Jews, and who are, I assume, 
all of them genuine human beings? 


Why? Is it because the apartheid regime and the Zionist entity are 
on the one hand allies and proteges of the United States, and that on 
the other Mr Riviere is a correspondent for the ASSOCIATED PRESS, an 
American wire service which hews to the official American policy and 
whose anti-Third-World dispatches are carried daily and in extenso in 
LE MAURICIEN? Why? Is it because the aim is to create sentiments of 
hostility vis-a-vis the countries of the east and against progres- 
sive countries, through dispatches culled from REUTERS and the AP 
backed up by articles from "objective" and "independent" editors, and 
whose impact generally is calculated to "put us on our guard" and to 
tarnish the images of those who advocate non-alignment toward the 
United States and the western bloc generally as well as toward any 
other non-Third-World bloc? 


Why does nobody ever write about the neocolonial policy of France as 
it occupies other people's territories? Or about Australia's racist 
emigration policy? Is it because there is a commonality of views and 
interests, particularly spiritual ones, in the big press, most of 
whose staff is drawn from a particular ethnic group; that same big 
press that, in the name of Mauritian patriotism, readily confounds 
religion with a particular religion and consequently provides ample 
publicity to the satellite organizations of a certain institution? 


No amount of underhanded double-dealing on the part of those who are 
still conniving to protect their petty class or sectarian interests 
will be of any avail against those who truly aspire to real and hon- 
est Mauritian patriotism, whose political content cannot be anything 
but socialist, backed by a genuinely non-aligned foreign policy. 
History is on our side! 


That lot is already unconditionally aligned with the west; that lot 
which practices a subtle and very real communalism in the pages it 
has rented to the sugar barons -- that lot that has confidence only 
in the bourgeois dictatorship of the social democrats sharing ane 
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single spiritual allegiance over the mass of the Mauritian people; 
that lot must and will be unmasked by the rising generation of our 
people and our country, who are fed to the teeth with intellectual 
hypocrisy and dishonesty. 

And perhaps the time has come to start keeping a record of the hy- 


pocrisies of some of the people in our recent history, so as to 
explode the myths that have hatched more than one monstrosity. 


6182 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


INCREASED TRADE WITH HUNGARY, CZECHOSLOVAKIA PLANNED 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 7 Jan 82 p 10 


[Text] Preparations are underway for signing a reciprocal trade agreement between 
Mozambique and Czechoslovakia and for financing trade between our country and 
Hungary, this newspaper was informed yesterday by the national director of trade 
operations of the Foreign Trade Ministry. He added that these weasures will repre- 
sent a qualitative leap in RPM [People's Republic of Mozambique] economic relations 
with those two countries. 


Several measures to increase trade between Mozambique and Czechoslovakia and Hungary 
were the main reason for a visit to these two European countries by a Mozambican 
delegation during the first 2 weeks of December. 


These visits were a follow-up to trips made in previous weeks to three other East 
European countries: Bulgaria, USSR and GDR. 


The prior reason for the trip to Czechoslovakia during 5 to 9 December was prepara- 
tion for the meeting of the joint commission of the two countries to be held in 


Maputo during March. 





The two parties also drafted the merchandise trade protocol for the current economic 
year. 


But planning for signing a reciprocal trade agreement was the major objective. 
"The Mozambican delegation submitted a proposal about the guidelines that should 
govern development of trade and financial relations over the intermediate term,"' 
said Jose Marques, national director of trade operations (DNOC). 


Besides establishing required lists of merchandise, it is hoped that the nature of 
this agreement will lead to payment for imports through exports. 


"The president's recent trip to this country provided a big boost for developing 
relations. Basic decisions were made then that were to be followed up. The meet- 
ings now being held should thus create a new stage in these relations," the DNOC 


said. 


The Czechoslovak delegation was headed by Deputy Foreign Trade Minister Jaroslav 
Jakubec and the Mozambican, by Jose Marques. 
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In Hungary, visited from 6 to 11 December by the same Mozambican delegation that 
had been in Czechoslovakia, the parties exchanged viewpoints about developing trade 
relations and began discussions about financing the trade to be conducted between 
the two countries. 


The Mozambican delegation, which was received by Deputy Foreign Trade Minister 
Tibor Melega, met with several entities, including the Chamber of Commerce and 
banking authorities. 


A round-table discussion was held at the Hungarian Chamber of Commerce, where the 
chief of the Mozambican delegation made a speech to officials responsible for con- 
ducting that nation's foreign trade about our country's economic situation, point- 
ing out the areas that Mozambique considers most fruitful for developing relations 
with Hungary. 


In both countries the directors of Mozambican enterprises who were part of the dele- 
gation supplemented these meetings by surveying market prospects and trade facili- 
ties. 


Tea, cotton, lumber and sisal are among our products that aroused most interest 
from importers. On our part, particular attention was given to the possibilities 
of importing various raw materials, heavy equipment, chemical and metallurgical 
products, medicines and construction materials. 


Although at this moment the total value of contracts to be signed for immediate 
performance by the enterprises cannot be determined exactly, the DNOC asserted that, 
for a first meeting, it is quite substantial. These contracts should supply our 
productive sector adequately for 1982. 


The earlier trip to the GDR, USSR and Bulgaria produced contracts with a combined 
total of $8.6 million of imports and $7.8 million of export.. The principal prod- 
ucts to be exported by our country as a result of these three earlier visits are 
sugar, tantalite, cotton, cashew nuts and copra. 


In each of these three countries and in Czechoslovakia was well, a statement of 


agreement was signed, analyzing development of trade relations and establishing 
intermediate-term principles of trade relations. 


8834 
CSO: 4742/166 


30 














MOZAMBIQUE 


COMMENTS ON XENYAN INVOLVEMENT IN SEYCHELLES COUP 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 11 Dec 81 p 7 
[Article by Jose Pinto de Sa: "'The Seychelles Adventure,’ or ‘The Great Fiasco'" | 


Text | Operations are continuing in the Seychelles to round up the few mercenaries 
that are still at large following the abortive landing of 25 November, having been 
abandoned by their comrades in their haste to flee. 


One of the bandits captured in these operations, Morton Dolinchek, declared follow- 
ing his capture that he was an officer of high rank in the South African espionage 
service--a declaration which indeed surprised no one. 


It is not surprising that the rulers in Pretoria would attempt to replicate in the 
Seychelles the similar operation that had taken place in the Comoros. From the 
historical standpoint, the attempt is even logical. 


Yhat was must surprising in the statements made by the mercenary while in custody 
in Victoria was the revelation that the Kenyan a:.thorities had offered to send 
troops and individuals to form a government in the event the coup attempt proved 
successful. 


Although the Kenyan authorities have denied any involvement, the plan for the coup 
now appears to be quite obvious. 


Having opened its ports to U.S. warships, Nairobi has now taken another step that 
endangers the neutrality of the Indian Ocean. 


For the fact is that this is what is really at stake. 


At a moment when the USA is preparing to initiate major projects to expand the 
Diego Garcia naval base and is staging military maneuvers preparatory to interven- 
tion in the region, the principle of “Indian Ocean--Zone of Peace" appears to be 
seriously threatened. : 


The "petroleum route" passes through here--a fact that is more than ample justifi- 
cation for the warlike powers to take up military positions. 


Inasmuch as the route passes through the Seychelles, access to it therefore depends 
on control of the islands, according to the strategists of Pretoria and its allies. 
The prompt response of the Seychelles security forces, however, was decisive in that 
it neutralized the attackers, and the “adventure” ultimately proved to be a "fiasco." 
10992 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


OPRRATION AGAINST NRM NETS IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS 
Manuto NOTTCTAS in Portuguese 11 Dec 81 pr 1 


"Text | (By ATM [Mozambican News Agency |)~-The Armed Forces of Mozambique (FPLM 
reonle's Tiberation Forces of Mozambique ]) last Monday occupied one of the princi- 
nal bases maintained on national territory by the self-proclaimed "Mozambican 
National Resistance" [RM], a puvdpet organization created, financed and armed by 
the South African regime in order to destabilize the central region of the nation. 


The base is situated in the Garagua Mountains, Mossurize District, Manica Province, 
at a location only 20 kilometers from the Zimbabwe border in a region of difficult 
access. This region is also relatively uninhabited, because of the deficiency of 
natural watercourses. 





The Armed Forces of Mozambique (FPLM) initiated on 4 December its advance toward 
the base from previously established positions. Using aircraft at first, the armed 
forces brought its heavy and light artillery into action as the motorized infantry, 
armored vehicles and commando units advanced on the ground and on 7 December took 
the base by storm. 





In the course of the fighting at least six enemy personnel were killed and a number 
were taken prisoner. 


Anvroximately 2 kilometers in diameter, this central base was divided into separate 
zones as follows: a headquarters gone, a training center, and a center for the South 
African specialists and mercenaries. Approximately 400 huts were located on the 
base. 


The base had infrastructures for the housing of approximately 1,000 persons, and a 
helicopter pad. 


Three days before the final assault the soldiers of the Armed Forces of Mozambique 
(FPLM) sighted a helicopter flying over the base. It is assumed that the aircraft 
had been called on to carry out an emergency evacuation of the principal leaders of 
the puppet group as well as the South African specialists. 


The units of the Armed Forces of Mozambique (FPIM) captured a considerable quantity 
of war materiel and logistic support materiel. This materiel included submachine 
zuns, automatic weapons, drums of helicopter fuel, & mm and 60 mm mortars, one 
antiaircraft gun, hand grenades, artillery shells, mortar shells, and medicines. 
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Also captured were various documents which relate the activities of the "RNM" in 
South Africa, Tortugal, France and the Federal Republic of Germany. The documents 
‘include the minutes of a meeting held among the leaders of that organization and 
officers of the South African army. 


According to this document, the South Africans reported that the supply function 
would be carried out by means other than airborne operations. 


The report of the meeting added that airborne supply operations are too expensive, 
inasmuch as the varachutists dropped from South African aircraft while violating 
Mozambican airspace are not recoverable. The document points out that each parachu- 
tist costs the Pretoria regime 500 rands (approximately 22 contos). 


The document goes on to say that the alternative to these airborne supply operations 
is to bring supplies in by sea. The enemy would attempt to land the materiel on the 


coast near Sofala and employ groups of bandits to transport it into the interior of 
the country. 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


MACHEL STRESSES NEED FOR SOFALA MILITARY LEADERSHIP 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 1 Jan 82 p 1 


[Text] It is necessary to ensure in the first place that politics is in command, 
said Samora Machel, president of the People's Republic of Mozambique, in Maputo 
yesterday afternoon when he inaugurated six recently-appointed government officials. 
Authorities of the party, government and bureaucracy attended the ceremony. 


The president of the republic administered the oath of office to Armando Emilio 
Guebuza as Sofala resident minister, Sergio Vieira as agriculture minister and 
Prakash Ratilal as governor of the Bank of Mozambique. Others who took office were 
Luis Bernardo Honwana, state secretary of culture in the MEC [Ministry of Education 
and Culture], Valeriano Ferrao, state foreign affairs secretary in the MNE [Foreign 
Affairs Ministry], and Antonio Jose Carvalho Neves, secretary of state for labor. 


"Each step we take requires further consolidation; each plan we outline requires 
further effort and more bloodshed. The demands of our revolution are constantly 
increasing,"' said President Samora Machel in an impromptu speech during the ceremony. 


He further emphasized that strengthening the government ranks at the leadership 
level must implement the people's deepest aspirations, must assure the triumph of 
the revolution, giving it the genuine essence, the essence of the people. 


Referring to the need for a resident minister in Sofala, the leader of the Mozan- 
bican Revolution said that province requires the full exercise of our power because 
some vestiges of colonialism are still apparent in that region. 


This decision and the further fact that the province minister is a member of the 
Permanent Political Committee [CPP] are warranted because the forces of reaction 
are trying to make the central region of our country their base, the center for 
spreading their reactionary propaganda. 


Samora Machel, in addressing this subject, said we can "disregard the enemy stra- 
tegically but we must take it seriously on a tactical basis and drive it into the 
ground," 


The importance of Sofala Province within the scope of the SADCC [Southern African 


Development Coordination Conference] and national development projects whose stra- 
tegic point is the port of Beira was also emphasized by the chief of state. "It is 
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not by accident that the forces of reaction are concentrated in that region, There 
are gigantic projects whose accomplishment depends upon our maintaining control of 
Sofala, That is why we appointed to that province last year a member of the CPP, 

as instability and disruption were rampant," President Samora Machel declared further. 


The chief of state also emphasized the great responsibility resting upon each of the 
new officials in their respective sectors as well as the need for their assuring, 
first and foremost, that politics is in command where they work. 


In regard to elimination of the Labor Ministry, the supreme leader of the Mozambican 
Revolution asserted that its existence wus due to a legacy from colonialism, whereas 
what we want to do in our country is to establish a labor union. 


The president of the republic also said during the ceremony that the post of politi- 


cal commission minister for the armed forces no longer exists and Armando Guebuza 
will become national political commissioner for the armed forces. 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


SUPPLY SITUATION SEEN IMPROVED IN 1981 


Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 11 Dec 81 p 3 








[Text | "We have determined that during 1981 the level of supply of the people rose 
significantly--in real terms--over that of the previous year," Minister of Home 
Trade Aranda da Silva emphasized at the closing session of the Enlarged Consulta- 
tive Council held day before yesterday in Maputo. During the session special empha- 
sis was placed on the increased capacity for analysis of the problems of domestic 
trade that has been achieved. 


For 7 days the central and provincial entities of the MCI /Ministry of Home Trade/; 
managers of state wholesale enterprises involved in domestic trade; representatives 
of the Ministry of Industry and Power, Ministry of Foreign Trade, Ministry of Agri- 
culture and Ministry of Ports and Land Transport; the general managers of TRADIMEX, 
SOGERE, and HORTOFRUTICOLA; and various invited guests engaged in discussions and 
exchanged exp2riences in search for solutions to the problems that affect the lives 
of the Mozambican people. 





It was determined that considerable progress has been made in respect to supply, 
although the plans established were not completely fulfilled. 


Various factors contributed to bring about this situation, specifically, the diffi- 
culties that have arisen in connection with shipment of the products, either because 
of a shortage of vehicles or because of impassible access routes. 


Another reason for the nonfulfillment of some of the targets was the lack of sensi- 
tivity on the part of some officials in the maritime and rail transport sectors. 


In the meantime, significant progress has been made in respect to coordination 
between the MCI and the transportation sector with a view to normalization of the 
latter. 


Considerable improvements have also been made in respect to marketing, despite the 
difficulties that have arisen in connection with shipping and warehousing the 
products. 


As for the organizational aspect, emphasis should be placed on the recently com- 


pleted survey of the private trade network. This survey is an important step 
Forward in the work of organizing the nationwide trade census. 
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Other priority concerns established for 1982 include support for the campaign to 
intensify the marketing of cashew nuts, with a view to increasing the quantity of 
products destined for the regions included in this campaign and to supplying the 
agricultural processing complexes. 


The creation of state wholesale enterprises in the provinces, and the formation of 
cadres to manage these enterprises, are still another concern established for 19& 
in connection with the organizational aspect. 


Also in the area of supply, a study was made of the bases for implementation of the 
New System of Supply in the city of Beira. It was determined that a more fully 
developed political effort and an intensification of the cooperative movement are 
necessary. 


Minister of Home Trade Aranda da Silva summarized the activities carried out through- 
out the year. He emphasized the reinforcement of the consensus reached with respect 
to solution of the vroblems that have arisen in the domestic trade sector throughout 
the year. 


"The organization of the New System of Supply in the city of Maputo," Minister 
Aranda da Silva emphasized, "was one of the successes achieved in an effort to 
normalize the supply situation." 


Aranda da Silva also emphasized the reinforcement of the work of organization and 
cooperation in connection with the marketing of agricultural products. 


"We cannot,” he said, “underestimate the importance of the organizational aspect-- 
the organizational effort--carried out by many entities in the agricultural market- 
ing sector during 1981." 


The level of responsibility exercised by the representatives of the various organs 
who were present at the session, and the level of their participation in the pro- 
ceedings, bear witness to the fact that the problems presented for discussion relate 
not only to the MCI but also to all governmental entities in the nation. 


1999? 
30: 4742/125 


37 





MOZAMBIQUE 


TRAD® UNION FOR PUBLIC SECTOR WORIERS PLANNED 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 8 Dec 81 p 2 


[Text ] An intensive effort to lay the groundwork for unionization of the workers 
of the public sector is scheduled to be made in the first half of 1982 by the 
Secretariat of the State Apparatus of the Production Councils. Additional “Produc- 
tivity Control Councils" will also be created, in accordance with a resolution 
enacted by the assembly which was held by that sector several days ago in the 
capital. 


The assembly determined--during the 2 days it was in session--that there is a lack 
of awareness among the workers of the state apparatus. This situation seriously 
affects production in the various sectors of activity, inasmuch as many citizens 
stand in line for hours at a time when attempting to take care of their private or 
public ousiness. 


Control Councils Not Functioning 


The assembly further determined that this situation is caused by the inadequacies 
of the work being carried out among the workers of the public sector by the Produc- 
tivity Control Councils. In some cases the work done by these organizational 
entities produced no visible results at all. 


Another important problem that came to light was the lack of understanding--on the 
nart of the workers of the public sector--of the importance of their work in res- 
nect to ensuring fulfillment of the state plans. Many civil servants use a part of 
their workday to take care of their own personal affairs or to engage in conversa- 
tion, thereby delaying--for example--the completion of documents that are necessary 
in order to cain entry to a particular governmental agency. 


To solve these problems--which are endangering fulfillment of the goals to which 
the PEC's are committed--an Executive Council was created for the public sector. 
The work of the council will be centered primarily on the creation, and consoli- 
dation, of new Productivity Control Councils and on reactivation of those already 


in existence. 
Mnionization of Civil Servants 
The final communique issued by the assembly states that the secretariat of the 
aforementioned council shall also have, as one of its principal tasks, the creation 


of conditions that will promote unionization of the workers of the public sector-- 
for the first time in our country's history. 
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This measure is in response to the need for defending the interests of the workers 
of this sector and to the importance of integrating these workers into our society 
throush the instrumentality of an organizational structure. 


The secretary of the vroduction councils of the city of Maputo, Alberto Sebastiao, 
told our reporter that this plan will be carried out gradually in view of the fact 
that it is starting from scratch and therefore must be preceded by a campaign of 
mobilization and organization for the purpose of enabling the workers of this 
sector to understand the importance of their integration into a trade union commit- 
ted to the defense of their interests. 


Alberto Sebastiao further said that this campaign will be carried out with the 
support of trade unions of workers of other countries that maintain relations of 
cooperation with the Production Councils. He added that these unions have already 
been contacted for this purpose. 


10992 
CSO: 4742/125 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


CONSORTIUM WITH PORTUGAL FOR PREFABRICATED HOUSING STUDIED 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 21 Dec 81 p 1 


[Text ] At this moment the authorities of our country are studying a proposal for 
the creation in Maputo of a Mozambican-Portuguese consortium in the prefabricated 
structures sector. The proposal--which was presented by a Portuguese firm--calls 
for the restoration and development of the local L. Duarte dos Santos Company and 
is accompanied by a detailed technical, economic and legal study of the matter. 


The proposal was presented by the Housing and Prefabricated Structures Company (the 
"A&P" Company), the home office of which is in Lisbon. It was one of the 30 firms 
selected in Portugal to be represented among the group of entrepreneurs who accom- 
panied Portuguese President Ramalho Eanes on his recent visit to the People’s Repub- 
lic of Mozambique. 


Contracts Already Signed 


The chairman of the board of A&P, Dr Antonio Malta, informed us on that occasion 
that the company--acting through its regional manager for Mozambique, Major Monsanto 
Campos--has been establishing contacts and holding talks with various of our coun- 
try's institutions and enterprises to propose cooperation in the prefabricated 
structures sector. 





"Last October," he said, “we signed our first contract with the Minas Gerais de 
Mozambique enterprise (under the "turn-key job" system) to deliver completed residen- 
tial anartment complexes and office complexes. These complexes will be supplied, 
carpeted and completely equipped with furniture, kitchen equipment, air conditioning 
and sanitation equipment," Dr Antonio Malta emphasized. 


In addition to signing the aforementioned contract, this Portuguese company has also 
submitted a definitive proposal to deliver two large dining hall complexes for use 
by Eduardo Mondlane University. 


A&? is participating in the capital stock of the Minas Gerais de Mozambique enter- 
prise and is also proposing to cooperate--with the support of Portuguese manufactur- 
ing and administrative experts--in training Mozambican workers both locally and at 
its own factory in Portugal in metalworking and mechanical skills. 


During the preliminary talks held in Maputo with the National Housing Directorate 


it was agreed--as a basic principle--to implement the concept of a joint enterprise 
the greater part of whose production would be destined for export. 
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Proposal Under Study 


Concerning this matter the national director of housing, Jose Forjaz, explained to 
us that the presentation of the proposal by the A&P Company was made in the more 
general context of the negotiations which have been in progress for some time. 
This proposal aims at restoring the capacity of the L. Duarte dos Santos Company 
through the formation of a joint enterprise, and was accompanied by an economic 
feasibility study. 


"At the present moment," the national director of housing added, "the proposal is 
in the study phase and talks will be initiated very soon between the two parties to 
discuss it. There are several more general aspects of the proposal which should 
underro certain adjustments which we deem to be necessary, and this matter will 
also be discussed in the course of these talks." 


1099? 
CSO: 4742 /125 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


U.S. TRADE UNION FREEDOM DOUBTED IN POLISH CONTEXT 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 31 Dec 81 p 14 
[Commentary by Elias Cossa: "Freedom 'Made in U.S.A.'"'] 


[Text] There are military and there are "military." Let us take our own country 
as an example. The military defend the people. The officers are communists. They 
defend the ideals of the socialist revolution and everything they do revolves 
around that. 


Let us take as a contrasting example another region--Latin America--where dictator- 
ships have the support of the army. They are military who suppress all attempts at 
freedom. They never lay down their arms. Generally they have the blessing of the 
church, which gives them a "sacred mission'--defense of private property, the faith 
and "freedom," 


This distinction can be applied to Poland, where since 13 December the army, led by 
Prime Minister General Jaruzelski, has had the nation's destiny in its hands in de- 
fending the principles of socialism and of the Polish United Workers Party (PZPR). 


In unison the West, especially the United States, raised the old cry of "freedom," 
The same city where less than 6 months ago the air controllers (the "railway switch- 
men of the sky") demanded better working conditions. Bourgeois "freedom'' replied: 
dismissal of thousands of workers and their replacement by the military. What moral 
authority is there to speak of labor freedom, of workers' rights? 


The same bourgeois 'freedom" is now calling for sanctions against the Soviet Union 
and Poland, because in the latter country the Western hope of seeing socialist re- 
ality die in Poland has been thwarted. The Western argument is that existence of 

an autonomous union, "Solidarity," was one of the premises for the desired "democ- 
ratization" of what they refer to as "totalitarian systems." 


When in a country whose economy was impoverished by the successive strikes called 
by "Solidarity," a voice, that of Jaruzelski, implores: 'Enough!" the West does 
not relent. And the means are lost sight of. Let us await the course of history, 
but with one certainty: solution of the Polish problem will not bear the "made in 
U.S.A."" label. Problems of the growth and consolidation of socialism will not be 
solved by suggestions and assistance from the enemies of socialism. 


8834 
CSO: 4742/166 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


PUNISHMENT OF BLACK MARKETEERS 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 5 Dec 8&1 pil 


[Text | Beginning immediately, the penalties for the practice of fraud, speculation 
and black marketeering may not be converted into fines. 


These penalties must henceforth carry the stipulation that the guilty person shall 
fo to prison. 


This application of the law has the effect of making the punishment more severe and 
replacing the colonial legislation that allowed the penalty to be converted into a 
fine. The easy profits obtained by these fraudulent practices enable the perpetra- 
tors to pay such fines without difficulty. 


Pursuant to guidelines issued by higher legal authority, the procedures for the 
trials that are instituted against those accused of fraudulent practices have been 
simplified so as to ensure that the penalties prescribed by law are applied within 
48 hours following detection of any of the crimes involved in such practices: 
hoarding, smuggling, speculation and black marketeering. 


In addition to this important measure, it was also stipulated that no penalty may be 
reduced to.a fine. This means that it will not be possible for any person convicted 
of a crime of this type to be set free upon payment of a fine in lieu of a prison 
sentence that has been imposed. 


These directives will provide the authorities with the means to combat the irregu- 
larities committed by those who hoard goods or acquire them unlawfully, with a view 
to creating scarcities of these goods in the marketplace and thereby causing prices 
to rise. 


"Tt is up to us," a Ministry of Justice spokesman said, "to cooperate actively in 
the detection of these crimes by reporting them to the proper authorities. In this 
way," he added, “we shall be helping to eliminate the parasites of our society, 
which has no room for such individuals." 


10992 
cso: 4742/125 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


BRIEFS 


IMPROVED SUPPLIES IN 1981--Compared with last year, the level of supplies for the 
public improved in 1981. This observation was made during the Expanded Consultative 
Council of the Domestic Trade Ministry meeting held recently in Maputo. A document 
released at the end of the meeting reveals that, although the goals established for 
the supply sector have not been met, the results achieved are satisfactory and per- 
mit next year's plan of action to be viewed optimistically. Distribution of cash 
crops and the drought that devastated some provinces were among the factors that 
prevented full compliance with the established supply plans. In regard to trans- 
portation, efforts are now being made to prevent major problems in shipping goods. 
Signed contracts of responsibility between ocean-freight and railroad companies are 
one way of providing for proper shipment of goods to the various provinces. [Text] 
[Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 31 Dec 81 p 14] 8834 
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FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SPENDS FOR HOUSING SCHEME 


Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 23 Dec 81 pp 1, 13 


[Article by Omafume Amurun] 


[Text] 


CSO: 


4700/564 


THE Federal Government has spent more than 450 million Naira for 
the implementation of the first phase of its low-cost housing pro- 


gramme throughout the federation. 


President Shehu Shagari 
disclosed this while commission- 
ing the housing scheme at Aksan 
Agege near Lagos on Monday. 

president pointed out that 
the commissioning of the low-cost 
houses was a realisation and 
fulfilment of his administration's 
pledge to provide cheap accom- 
modation for Nigerians in a 
livable and decent environment. 

He stated that the implementa- 
tion of the first phase of the 
gramme had been completed in 
virtually all states of the federa- 
tion. 

According to him, the govern- 
ment envisaged a target ,000 
housing units annually including 
those to be provided by the 
private sector, state govern- 
ments and parastatals. 

President Shagari described 
the housing scheme as a direct in- 
tervention by the government to 
provide houses for people of 
moderate earners. 
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He explained that the low cost 
scheme was only the beginning of 


his government's plans, adding: 


that a programme designed to 
meet the housing needs of the 
middle and high income earners 
would soon be embarked upon. 

ma at the occasion, the 
Minister of Housing and Environ- 
ment, Dr. Wahab Dosunmu noted 
that housing ocewpied a pride. of 
place, second only to agriculturé 
in the scafe of priorities of the 
Federal Government. 

He announced that the second 
— of the programme which 
ad received the President’s 
blessing had begun and would in- 
volve the construction of 100 
housing units of two-bedroom 
type in each state of the federa- 
tion. 

Dr. Dosunmu added that em- 
hasis in the location of these 

uses would shift to industrial 
centres, university towns and 
state capitals where acute shor- 
tage of living accommodation 
had become problematic. 


NICERIA 











NIGERIA 





NNSC TO INTRODUCE NEW DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM 


Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 24 Dec 81 p 15 


[Text] 


CSO: 


4700/564 


THE Nigerian National Supply 
Company (NNSC) is to introduce 
‘a new effective distributive 
machinery in the country's 
distributive trade system. The 
Chairman of the company, Chief 
G.C. Okeya said this at a press 
conference held in Port-Harcourt 
recently. 

According, to the chairman, the 
new distribution system would ef- 
fect more distribution of essential 
commodities. 

The nation's distributive trade 
had been very weak, he noted, 
adding that as a result, a lar- 
ge number of essential 
items abound in some parts of the 
country, with extreme scarcity in 
other parts. 

Chief Okeya said that the NNSC 
would direct all manufacturing 
industries in the country to ap- 


point its distributors in urban and 
rural areas of the country. 


He told the press that the com- 


pany (NNSC) was faced with 
lotal re-organisation of senior 
and junior staff to enable it im- 
prove its efficiency. This he said, 
would eliminate frauds, mal- 
practices and mis-management 
in the company. 


Prices of essential items in the 
country had been stabilised 
through the company’s efforts to 
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make them avaiable up [to 
remote areas of the country the 
chairman said. 

Chief Okeya said that his com- 
pany distributed a total of eight 
inillion bags of rice at a ratio of 
one person to twenty bags of rice 
this year. 

In addition, he said that there 


was the need for an increase of 
350,000 metric tonnes of essential 
items from the company’s import 
excise, to supplement the 
domestic production out-put -of 
essential commodities next year. 

The company, imported goods 
worth a total sum of 23 million 
Naira with a total number of 3,000 
distributors in all the local 
governments of the country, 
Chief Okeva disclosed. 

The chairman alleged that about 
80 per cent of the stock fish im- 
ported into the country through 
container system evaded 30 per 


cent custom duty. 


Market research conducted by 
the NNSC revealed that some of 
the essential goods would be in 
extreme scarcity in the near 
future, the chairman said. 


He appealed to the Federal 
Ministry of Commerce not to 
delay its import documents, to 
enable it arrest the situation 
before it was too late. 














NIGERIA 


BRIEFS 


POLICEMEN DISMISSED--More than 1,000 policemen have been dismissed from the force 
since June, the Inspector-General of Police, Mr Sunday Adewusi, said on Monday 

in Lagos. Speaking during a television interview on an NTA current affairs 
programme, Mr Adewusi said that those dismissed had violated the oath of office 
they swore to uphold. He said that as disciplined members of the force, ‘we 

must act within the ambits of the laws of the land.' Mr Adewusi said that once 
there was a proven evidence that a policeman was a ‘bad egg,' he would be sacked 
with immediate effect. The inspector-general disclosed that 26 policemen had 
been killed in Lagos while on active service since March, He said that when Lagos 
was besieged in March by undesirable elements, mobile policemen from all parts of 
the federation had to be depleyed to the city to help to bring the situation 
under control. (NAN) [Text] [Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 23 Dec 82 p 32] 


IMPORTERS MUST MOVE GOODS--All importers whose goods have over-stayed a maximum 
of 60 days in transit sheds and government warehouses in various parts of the 
country have been given an ultimatum of 14 days from last Monday within which 

to clear them, Ina statement issued from the Executive Office of the President 
on Monday, all such importers were also advised to pay all charges due to the 
Nigerian Ports Authority and the Customs Department, so as to secure the release 
of their goods. The statement warned that cargoes which had been lying in transit 
sheds or government warehouses as from the beginning of this year (excluding motor 
vehicles) would be disposed of in compliance with section five of the Ports 
Decongestion Act No 66 of 1979, It advised that applications for the release 

of such soods should be submitted to the ports decongestion committee along with 
originu.s or certified true copies of relevant documents issued by the N,P.A. 

and the Customs Department to support such applications. [Text] [Kaduna NEW 
NIGERIAN in English 23 Dec 81 p 32] 


PRESS ADVISORY NOT CENSORSHIP--The President of the Nigerian Guild of Editors 
(NGE), Chief Cnris %kolie, has said in Jos that House of Representatives resolu- 
tion to establish a national advisory council on mass media will not amount to 
press censorship. In an interview with the News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) recently, 
he said that such a move would make the press accessible to all the parties and 
would ensure that journalists performed according to the ethics of their 
profession. He said in the United States and Europe there were organisations 
which monitored the performance of the press to ensure that it operatec within 

the framework of its ethics. The president noted that the Nigerian press was 
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increasingly becoming more partisan and there was need to uphold the code of 
conduct now being violated. Chief Okolie said that any act which demonstrated 
‘unfree nature of the press should be resisted but warned that media practitioners 
should first put their houses in order. (NAN) [Text] [Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in 
English 24 Dec 81 p 13] 


csO: 4700/564 
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RIGHTS OF TRADE UNIONS PROBED 


SIERRA LEONE 


London WEST AFRICA in English No 3361, 4 Jan 82 pp 24, 25, 27 


(Text ] 


SEVERAL trade unionists, former ministers of 
Labour and other persons have heen giving 
evidence at the Taju Deen Commission of 
Inquiry into the activities of the Sierra Leone 
Labour Congress. The Commission was set up 
after the SLLC strike of September and August 
and the month-long detention of several people 
including the labour leaders. 

The secretary general of the SLLC, Mr. 
James Kabia told the commission that he had 
been secretary general of the United Mine 
Workers’ Union, but had to relinquish that post 
when he was appointed secretary general of 


Congress. 


“Affects the 
entire nation” 


He said that the SLLC is a federation of all 
registered affiliated unions and has a mem- 
bership of about 15. The strength of union 
membership, Mr. Kabia said was 10 to 15 
percent of the working population. He said that 
since he had assumed duty as secretary general, 
the administration of Congress had been very 
effective to the satisfaction of the government, 
the workers, the Sierra Leone Employers’ Fed- 
eration and the entire population 

He agreed with one of the commissioners that 
sometime ago, the Congress had issued a release 
inviting students and housewives to a meeting. 


Asked why Congress considered it necessary to 
invite students who were not (yet) part of the 
work force, Mr. Kabia replied that the issue 
affected the entire nation. 

Asked who authorised the Congress to repre- 
sent the people, he replied that Congress nor- 
mally acts on behalf of the composite trade 
unions which have bargaining certificates and 
that the Congress was therefore mandated to act 
on behalf of the unions since no union could 
single handedly act on the points raised in the 
two memoranda. 
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Mr. Kabia disagreed with a commissioner 
that, by inviting housewives and students, Con- 
gress was inciting the nation. 

He said that the meeting convened by Con- 
gress on August 14, to which students and 
housewivés had been invited, was aimed at 
holding a peaceful demonstration and submit- 
ting another memorandum to government. 

Asked why similar meetings were not held in 
the provinces, since Congress considered the 
issue to be of national importance, Mr. Kabia 
said it was not necessary to hold such meetings 
simultaneously. He agreed tt.at although the 
demonstration had been banned, Congress did 
go ahead and hold the meeting and subsequently 
submitted an eight-point memorandum to gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. Kabia said that on the same day, he 
received a letter from State House, signed by the 
secretary to the President, acknowledging their 
memorandum and inviting members of the 
Congress executive to meet the President at 3 
pm. After meeting the President, he went on, a 
committee representing both sides was formed 
to look into the Congress proposals. The com- 
mittee, he said, successfully met twice under the 
chairmanship of the Second Vice President, Mr. C. 
A. Kamara Taylor. 


Status 
unchallenged 


Answering questions from Mr. J. B. Jenkins 
Johnston, counsel for the Sierra Leone Labour 
Congress, Mr. Kabia said that at neither meet- 
ings was the status of Congress challenged nor 
did anyone ask them for a bargaining certificate. 

Mr. Kabia said that there was a breakdown in 
negotiations at the third meeting because Con- 
gress thought that government was not treating 
them seriously, no minutes having been re- 
corded for the two previous meetings. The first 
point agreed on, he said, was also not fully 
implemented. 








Asked if there were doubts from any of the 
affiliated members that the Congress executive 
Should speak for them, Mr. Kabia said there 
were no doubts from any of th<ir members. He, 
admitted however, that during the crisis, the 
Motor Drivers’ Union dissociated itself from 
Congress. He said that all the documents he 
released during the strike had the approval of 
the executive. He said it was not necessary for 
all executive members to be present at meetings 
before a decision was taken so long as there was 
a quorum present. 

Asked why only seven out of the 27-man 
executive of Congress was present at the very 
important meeting on August 31 at State House, 
Mr. Kabia said that that was the number that 
was immediately available. 


Mr. Marcus Grant, an administrative officer 
of the Sierra Leone Labour Congress, said, 
among other things, that he had been an active 
trade unionist for 38 years. He said that the first 
Sierra Leone Labour Congress was formed in 
1946 with Mr. Akinola Wright as the first 
president and Dr. Siaka Stevens as the first 
secretary general. He said that in 1949, the 
Sierra Leone Labour Congress joined the 
ICFTU. Everything went on well with the 
Congress, Mr. Grant said, until 1971 when there 
had been a split over matters of principle, 
leading some unions to break away and form the 
Sierra Leone Council of Labour. 

He said that during the split, the present 
Labour headquarters had been built, funded by 
the AALC. The foundation stone for the build- 
ing had been laid in 1972 by the Second Vice 
President, Mr. C. A. Kamara Taylor’ deputising 
for President Stevens, and the building was 
Officially opened by President Stevens in 1974. 

Mr. Grant said that in 1976, the two labour 
organisations had merged into the present Sierra 
Leone Labour Congress through the efforts of 
the then Minister of Labour, Mr. Gobio Lamin, 
with the blessings of the President. 

Mr. Grant said that on September 1, last year 
he went to the Congress building, but found it 
guarded by the police. He went home and 
returned the following day and again found it 
guarded by the police. He said he only gained 
entrance into the building on October 2 and 
discovered the office in a topsy-turvey state, 
with various articles to the value of Le10,585.35 
cents missing. 

The secretary general of the Artisan, Minis- 
try of Works Employees and General Workers 
Union, Mr. Tejan Kassim, told the commission 
that he had been treasurer of the SLLC since 
1977. He said that Congress operated on a 
budget prepared by him and the secretary 
general, but he could not produce one since, he 
said, most of Congress’ documents had been 
taken away during the seizure and occupation of 
the building by unknown persons in September. 

Mr. Kassim said that Congress derived its 
income from the leasing out of office space, per 
capita payments from affiliated unions, and the 

sale of written-off articles. It also received aid 
from organisations like the AALCC and the 
ICFTU 
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Regular paymenis 
from affiliates 


Mr. Kassim said that about eight unions made 
regular payments to the Congress to the tune of 
Le800 monthly. He admitted that since he took 
up office, the accounts of Congress had not been 
audited and explained that Congress did not 
have an external auditor due to lack of funds to 
pay for such service. 

He agreed that for the past three years, 
Congress had received assistance from AALC to 
pay salaries and wages and that government was 
aware of such subsidies and no government 
official had ever challenged it. “The presence of 
Mr. Kilhefner in Sierra Leone was no secret to 
government either, and in fact the AALC has 
representatives in Liberia, Ghana, Botswana 
and Nigeria. Their representative's presence 
here was not peculiar to Sierra Leone,’’ he 
declared. 

Mr. Kassim said that apart from money, the 
AALC also gave other things to Congress, 
including the Congress building and vehicles. 

He said that although Congress had no 
bargaining certificate, it could negotiate at 
national level. 

In answer to a question, Mr. Kassim said that 
a committee was formed between government 
and Congress to lock into their eight-point 
proposals. The committee had met twice, than 


because they were dissatisfied with the negotia- 
tions. Congress, he said then sent a letter to the 
President informing him about the breakdown of 
the negotiations, with a seven days notice to 
withdraw labour. 

An evaluation officer of the AALC, Mr. 
David Fowler-Summers who flew to Freetown 
to testify before the Commission, said that 
programmes funded by his organisation were 
geared towards developing freedom, democra- 
cy, responsibility, and effectiveness in carrying 
out trade union activities. The Centre, he said, 
also helps national trade uniens to contribute to 
the economic, social and political development 
of their respective countries. 


Bintumani 
remembered 


Mr. Summers said that there were two types 
of programmes operated by his Centre — 
on-going projects which normally last about 
three to five years, and short projects which 
could be completed in much less time. 

He said he had first visited Sierra Leone in 
September 1976, at the beginning of his respon- 
sibility as an evaluation officer and recalled his 
discussions with the then Minister of Labour 
which were intended to inform the government 
of the AALC’s presence in the country. “AALC 
does not operate in any country without the 
approval of the government of that country,” 
Mr. Summers stressed. 








He also recalled the AALC staff conference 
held at the Bintumani Conference Centre in 
1980 at which all AALC field staff in Africa 
were present. The Sierra Leone Government, he 
said, had been represented at both the opening 
and closing of the conference. The organisa- 
tion’s field officer in Sierra Leone was Mr. John 
Kilhefner, Mr. Summers said and offered in 


evidence the Centre's Activity Plan Summary 
for 1982 to 1984 for Sierra Leone. 

He said that in view of the obvious difficulties 
which would be encountered in dealing with 
individual unions, the AALC dealt only with the 
national labour centre in every country. . 

Mr. Summers said that the AALC was re- 
sponsible for paying salaries for staff in the 
education department of the Sierra Leone 
Labour Congress, but since the end of August, 
no payment had been made to the SLLC. He 
said that although the AALC has not received 
any prohibition from the Sierra Leone Govern- 
ment about financialiand other assistance to the 
SLLC, in view of the events of August and 
September 1981, his organisation had thought it 
unwise to continue to help until government 
gives a positive indication of its views on the 
activities of AALC in Sierra Leone. 

Mr. R. E. Bobb-Jones, of the accounting firm 
of Jones/Pratt, told the commission that some- 
time in October 1977, his company was asked, in 
a letter from Congress, to audit the SLCC 
accounts for the period December 15, 1976 to 
August 31, 1977. Mr. Bobb-Jones said that the 
accounts were audited from the records given to 
them and that no record was supplied about the 
sale of vehicles. He said they had discovered 
that the Congress had received loans from the 
Mercantile Union without authority and that 
there was no proper accounting system in 
operation. 

Mr. Bobb-Jones said his company was not 
invited to Congress’ delegates conference when 
the report was discussed, adding that it was not 
unusual for the accounting firm to be absent. 

The National Chairman of the Sierra Leone 
Motor Drivers’ and General Workers’ Union, 
Mr. Wakeel Hassan, who is also an appointed 
Member of Parliament, told the commission that 
although his union stopped paying dues in 
October, 1981 because it was dissatisfied with 
the Congress executive, his union was still an 
affihated member of Congress. 

He said that presidents and secretaries of 
affihated unions automatically became members 
of the Congress executive. He sat that before a 
union embarked on a strike action, it must have 

exhausted all the procedures in the collective 
agreement, and the rank and file, as well as the 
shop stewards, should be consulted 
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Rules for 
negotiating 


The secretary general of the Sierra Leone 
Teachers’ Union, Mr. Emanuel Fatoma said 
that his union's participation in the September 
industrial strike was an executive decision to 
which the membership had raised no objection. 
He said he was unaware of any rules on 
procedures for Congress to call strikes. 

Asked whether Congress had the right to 
negotiate, Mr. Fatoma said he was not aware of 
any rules covering negotiations, but since Con- 
gress was called by government to negotiate this 
was an indication that they had the right to 
negotiate. 

He said the eight points presented to govern- 
ment by the Congress were in line with the aims 
and objectives of the Sierra Leone Teachers’ 
Union, and quoted parts of the eight-point 
proposals on dealing with education, price 
control of text books and the welfare of 
teachers. 

Mr. G. Kelfala, the secretary general of the 
Union of Mass Media, Financial Institutions, 
Chemical Industries and General Workers told 
the commission of moves made by his union to 
affiliate with the SLCC. He described his union 
as active, and said that it holds a bargaining 
certificate from the Industrial Trade Group 
Council. His union, he said was formally reg- 


istered on May 1, 1979, and now has a mem- 
bership of 1,629, with 965 paid-up members. 
He said that as far as the issuing of a 
bargaining Certificate was concerned, there was 
no disagreement between his union and Con- 
gress, but that their union's registration had 
been petitioned by Congress on the grounds of 
multiplicity of unions in the country. 


Congress courts 
sympathy 


He produced a copy of a public statement 
made by his union against the strike action. Mr. 
Kelfala explained the provisions governing dis- 
putes and grievances as laid down by the Trade 
Group Council and stressed that when all 
chances of negotiating had been exhausted, the 
matter should then be referred to the Minister of 
Labour or the Industrial Court. A 21-day notice 
should be given before withdrawing labour. 

He said that talks between government and 
the Labour Congress, on the eight-point propos- 
als, were in his opinion not exhausted or called 
off. “Congress deliberately interrupted the talks 
in an attempt to win sympathy,” Mr. Kelfala 
said. 








The former general secretary of the Dock 
Workers Union, Mr. O. B. Conteh produced a 
copy of a report of the activities of the Sierra 
Leone Labour Congress, signed by Mr. J. B. 
Kabia, which he said had been given to him at 
the 1977 delegates’ Conference. 

Mr. Conteh said he had been dissatisfied with 
the report, particularly on the provision of 
transport and the sale of property owned by 
Congress, which he said, should have been 
audited for proper evaluation. He said that no 
mention was made in the report about the sale of 
two vehicles and that money paid for them was 
never put into Congress’ account. 

The coinmission continues sittings. 
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WORLD BANK TO PRESENT REPORT ON NATION'S ECONOMY TO GOVERNMENT 


Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 29 Dec 81 p l 


[Article by Simeon Ileta] 


[Text] 
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THE World Bank advisory 
group currently studying Tan- 
zania’s economy is expected to 
present its report to the 
government before the end of 
next month. 

The fact finding mission 
has been in the country for 


over three months exploring 
options for strengthening 


Tanzania's belcagured 
economy. 
Although names and 


designations of members of 
the mission were not im- 
mediately available, well in- 
formed sources within the 
Ministry of Planning and 
Economic Affairs said the 
team was at present putting 
final: touches.on ise. report. 

The sou reee- said the team 
had visited regions as well as 
private and public firms to 
have an insight into problems 
affecting smooth production 
and overall national develop- 
ment efforts. 

It said the report is ex- 
pected to analyse problems af- 
fecting the countrys 
agricultural sector and come 
up with suggestions on how it 
could be improved. 

The report would also ex- 
plore ways of revamping the 
country’s critical foreign ex- 
change position as well as the 
small contribution by the in- 
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dustrial and commercial sec- 
tor to the national economy. 

The World Bank President, 
Mr. A.W. Claussen said at 
end of his visit to the country 
last month that the Tanzania 
government had responded 
very well to the Bank’s efforts’ 
to explore alternatives for 
solving the country’s 
problems. 

Mr Claussen said the Tan- 
‘zania government was respon.-. 
sive to dialogue with the 
World Bank on diversifying 
the country’s economy and 
orienting it towards exports. 

He, however, said that 
although the talks between 
the two parties were candid 
and fruitful, there were still 
areas or dissent on some 
points covered. 

The World Bank chief said 
dialogue between Tanzania 
and the World Bank, which 
has an aggregate commitment 
of 7,680m/- since Tanzania 
became independent, would 
continue. 

The Bank has pledged to 
help in the exploitation of 
Tanzania's potential energy 
resources to enable it develop 
its longterm hydro-power 
projects. 

It will also give priority to 
agriculture and rural develop- 
ment, Mr. Claussen said. 
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EEC DRILLING OPERATIONS LOAN 





Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 29 Dec 81 p l 


[Text] 


THE European Investment 
Bank, the European 
Economic Community's bank 
for long-term finance, has 
given Tanzania a further loan 
of 64m/- for drilling 
operations at Songo Songo 
Island, in the Indian Ocean. 

A statement issued in Dar 
es Salaam by the Ministry of 
Water and Energy said the 
loan given under the second 
Lome Convention, would help 
to finance the second phase of 
oil exploration off the island 
of Songo Songo for which an 
initial conditional loan of ap- 
proximately 3,080,000/- was 
provided by the bank last 
year. 

According to the statement, 
the funds will meet the cost of 
drilling three new wells to a 
depth of 3,000 metres each 
and completing evaluation of 
the oil and natural gas poten- 
tial of the Songo Songo field 
where the presence of gas was 
proven during previous 
exploration. . 

The statement said the 
funds have been advanced to 
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the Tanzania government in a 
conditional loan agreement in 
which repayment 
arrangements, term and rate 
of interest may vary according 
to conditions specified at the 
tume of signing the contract.’ 

It did not elaborate on the 
conditions but said the loan is 
for a maximum term of 15 
years at an initial rate of two 
per cent and which may sub- 
sequently be raised to eight 
per. cent. 

The government of 
Tanzania will ondend the 
funds to the Tanzania 
Petroleum Development Cor- 
poration, a public un- 
dertaking responsible for 
hydrocarbons exploration in 
the country. 


The Songo Songo scheme - 


which is also financed by the 
World Bank through the In- 
ternational Development 
Association (IDA) and the 
OPEC Special Fund, is 
scheduled for completion by 
September next year and will 
involve a total outlay of more 
than 352m/.. 
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MAFIA ISLAND AUTHORITIES REFUTE FOOD SHORTAGE REPORTS 


Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 29 Dec 81 p 3 


(Text ] 


MAFIA district authorities 
yesterday refuted press 
reports that the island was 
facing “an acute food shor- 
tage’’ because of transport 
problems to and: from the Dar 
es Salaam city on the 
Mainland. 

While confirming con- 
siderable shoriage of sembe 
(maize meal) caused by what 
he termed “communication 
problem"’ with the Coast 
Regional Trading Company 
(RTC), the Area Com. 
missioner, Ndugu Juma 
Singano said there was “a lot 
of substitute food items’’ on 
the market. 

In a telephone interview 
from Mafia, Ndugu Singano 
said the reports were ‘well 
distorted’’. Ndugu Singano 
said he took the Shihata 
representative in Mafia and 
other officials around ope 
markets in Mafia town where 
cassava, bananas, beans and 
other foodstuffs were plen- 
tiful. 

“It is true that we have not 
been receiving regular sup- 
plies of sembe and rice but 
this does in no way imply a 
food crisis. We have adequate 
alternative food items which 
should be resorted to in ab- 
sence of the former,” he ex- 
plained. 
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Shihata had reported last 
weekend that 17 villages with 
some 24,000 people on the 
island were facang great 
difficulties in obtaining food 
because of lack of vessels to 
ferry foodstuffs from Dar es 
Salaam. 

It added that bananas and 
sweet potatoes which local people 
substituted for sembe were 
unavailable because of a ban on 
territorial food transactions by 
neighbouring Kilwa and Rufiji 
districts which produced the 
items. 

Ndugu Singano explained that 
the short ae sembe and rice 
was caus irregular supplies 
by the RTC, adding that they had 
asked the company to ensure con- 
stant supplies of the district's 
quota. 


“It is not true that there is a 


shortage of vessels to haul the 
goods. The fact is that there has 
been a treakdown in com- 
munication with the RTC”, he 
pointed out, adding that the com- 
pany failed to provide 500 bags of 
sembe designated for Mafia last 
month. 

He explained that there were 
vessels shuttling between the 
island and Dar es Salaam which 
could ferry the food. Two vessels 
were in tfie city loading a total of 
50 tonnes of sembe which were ex- 
pected on the island in two days’ 
time, he said. 

Both Ndugu Singano and the 
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Mafia Member of Parliament, 
Ndugu Ayubu Kimbau denied 
that sembe was selling up to 15/- 
per kilogramme on the black 
market. ‘[ know of no case where 
one bought sembe for more than 
4/- per kilogramme,” Ndugu Kim- 
bau told the Daily News. 

Elaborating on the shortage, 
Ndugu Kimbau emphasised that 
the problem was with the RTC 
distribution system which was not 
reliable. 

For example, he explained, they 
were promised by an RTC 
manager to get 500 bags of sembe 
and 200 others of sugar on Christ- 
mas eve but when they went for 
the consignment ‘we were told 
there is nothing for us”. 

Ndugu Kimbau said the Mafia 
district authorities had called for 
a joint meeting with the RTC 
management to discuss the com- 
modity distribution system but ad- 
ded that the meeting had not been 
convened. 

The two leaders made no men- 
tion on Shihata reports that some 
80 bags of sembe got soaked last 
month on transit to Mafia in a 
dhow. Ndugu Kimbau explained, 
however, that schooner were used 
to ferry the goods to Mafia. 

Meanwhile, a Shihata dispatch 
said the Coast RTC management 
confirmed that they had held a 
meeting with the Mafia MP, 
Ndugu Kimbau on the food shor - 
tage and added that they would 
from tomorrow start loading food 
into two schooners currently lying 
at the Der es Salaam port. 
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MINISTER ANNOUNCES NATION'S FIRST HOUSING POLICY 
Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 30 Dec 81 p l 
[Article by Isaac Mruma] 


[Text] The government has directed all employers to work out and implement 
housing programmes for their workers, saying from now on all industrial blue- 
prints should contain an elaborate provision on how the question of workers' 
housing would be handled. 


The Minister for Lands, Housing and Urban Development, Ndugu Mustafa Nyang'‘anyi, 

announcing Tanzania's first housing policy in Dar es Salaam yesterday, explained 

that the housing sector should not be treated as a service but rather as catalyst 
in the country's economic growth, 


He told pressmen in his office that the new policy aimed at according housing 
its place as man's basic necessity after food and clothing. 





Since the time was approaching when parastatals and other institutions would draw 
up their budget for fiscal 1982/83, it was important that they incorporated the 
programmes for the construction of houses for their staff during the next 
financial year and within the next 10-year period ending 1982/92, he said, 


A recent survey had shown a serious housing shortage leading to overcrowding 
in single units and rooms in Tanzania's urban areas, Estimates also show that 
the two national housing institutions-the National Housing Corporation (NHC) 
and the Registrar of Buildings--alone could not provide enough houses to fill 
existing gaps. 


There is a gap of at least 300,000 houses today and this is estimated to increase 
to about 2,180,432 new houses by the turn of the century, the minister said, 


In monetary terms, the required capital for the houses is estimated at 
105,096,822,400/- in the next 20 years, about 5,254,841,120/- every year, he said. 


The NHC alone and the Registrar of Buildings could not provide houses to the 


projected populations in urban areas, Even the houses built by the Registrar 
were very expensive and the low income earners could not afford their rent, 


56 








For example, the Registrar of Buildings built 539 housing units during the Third 
Five-Year Development Plan at a cost of 234,000/- a unit. The rent for each unit 
was more than 2,800/-,. 


The housing policy was aimed at making available more houses that could be afforded 
by all Tanzanians in urban and rural areas through individual workers or peasants 
efforts or through the employing institutions, Ndugu Nyang'anyi said, 


He said more plots would be surveyed and made available to prospective developers 
so they could build their houses, 


Increased local production of building materials would aiso be stressed in order 
to make available more materials and also to reduce the house building costs, 


Ndugu Nyang'anyi said a study made last year showed that the Wazo Hill cement 
factory produced at 36 percent and the Aluminium Africa Limited (ALAF) at 30 
percent of their installed capacities, 


Financial institutions providing credit for housing would have their conditions 
reviewed to encourage the flow of loans to those wishing to build houses, 


The minister said the government had decided to establish a Housing Development 
Fund to be coordinated by the Treasury or the Cooperative Bank when the latter 
is reintroduced with the revival of cooperative unions, 


The fund would be a financial intermediary for providing loans to the low income 
earners in urban areas and for housing projects in villages, 


All the funds allocated by the government and parastatals for housing for the 
low income earners (those with salaries of less than 1,000/- a month) and grants 
should be chanelled to this fund, Ndugu Nyang'anyi said. 


The minister said that in the present shortage of accommodation, all houses 
standing intact should be preserved because they were a national investment, 


He said demolition of houses in urban areas to provide room for other projects 
should only be undertaken if there was no way out. 


"This means urban master plans providing for the demolition of houses in certain 
areas to give room for industries etc. will have to be reviewed," the minister 


explained, 


Ndugu Nyang'anyi said the national squatter upgrading programme should be 
strengthened and introduced in all urban areas, 


People with houses in surveyed areas should be encouraged to complete their 
buildings, he said, 


He said the governments had also decided to strengthen the Registrar of Buildings 
and NHC. The two should build houses for the tenant purchase scheme, 
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the minister said all regions and districts should work out programmes for 
improving houses in villages, 


Improved houses in the rural areas should not necessarily be of cement blocks 
or with corrugated iron roofing. Locally-available materials should be utilised 


in building houses, 


The government has recommended the following as the means with which to raise 
funds for the implementation of the policy: 


--The Tanzania Housing Bank (THB) should be provided with more operating capital; 


--The workers and farmers Housing Development Fund should continue increasing its 
funds for housing development; 


--National Provident Fund (NPF) rates should be reviewed and a scheme should be 
launched to provide houses to members under hire purchase terms; 


--The National Bank of Commerce (NBC) should consider the possibility of setting 
aside a certain percentage of its funds to fund housing projects. If possible a 
subsidiary to handle loans should be formed, 
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IRISH GOVERNMENT PLEDGES INCREASED ASSISTANCE 


Dar es Salaam SUNDAY NEWS in English 3 Jan 82 p 1 


[Excerpt] 


CSO: 4700/553 


THE Irish Government has 
pledged to increase its 
assistance to Tanzania end 
renewed its commitment to 
play an effective role in 
solving the economic 


problems of the developing 


world. 
According to visiting Irish 
Minister of State for Deve 


nen Co-operation Jim 
att, canenes to Tan- 
i. ran be channelle. 
into vavious economic 
spheres. 

The level of assistance would, 
however, cane on Ireland's 
financial capability, Mr. aes 
said in Dar es aam yest erda 
during open discussions with Tan. 
zanian Minister of State for 
Economic Planning Kighoma 


The Irish Minister singled out 
pr establishment of a dairy 
project on Pemba Island as one of 
the areas in which his govern- 
— assistance would be direc- 

but did not elaborate. 

“ee has over the past four 
are gained various forms of 

ish assistance totally valued at 
some 10 million/-. 

Briefing the guest on Tan- 
zania's economic situation, Nd 
Malima said emphasis would 
laid an enhancing export acity, 
to relax heavy reliance on import 
substitution. 
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THREE SMALL-SCALE MINING PLANTS TO ARRIVE FROM UK IN FEBRUARY 


Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 29 Dec 81 p 3 


(Text ] 
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THREE plants for small- 
scale mining projects in the 
country are expected to arrive 
from the United Kingdom in 
February next year, it was 
learnt in Dar es Salaam 
yesterday. 

The plants, the first to be 
purchased under the national 
policy of boosting small scale 
mining, are earmarked for 
Chunya District in Mbeya 
region Mpanda District in 
Rukwa and Kvyerwa in 
Kagera. 

An official of the Ministry 
of Minerals .said yesterday 
that the plant that goes to 
Kyerwa would process tin and 
the other two for Mpanda and 
Chunya would process gold. 

The three plants which are 
portable have cost the govern. 
ment more than two million/-. 
The ministry official said that 
the plants would be opelated 
and maintained by his 
Ministry. 
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“They will initially be the 
direct responsibility of the 
Ministry. If they prove 
profitable, they will be tran- 
sferred to the State Mining 
Corporation which deals with 
bigger mines,” he said. 

Ministry intends to im- 
port more of the plants for 
smallecale mining but the 
first three must be proved ef- 
ficient before more were im- 
ported, the Ministry official 
said. 

During Budget session of 
the National Assembly, the 
Minister for Minerals, Ndugu 
John Malecela said that it 
was his ministry's policy to 
assist smallecale miners and 
at the same time open mines 
that would be equipped with 
amaller portable plants. 


Such mines, he noted, 
would cost less and would 
also start production within a 
shorter period. 
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SCANIA PRODUCTION TO START NEXT WEEK AT KIBAHA 


Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 29 Dec 81 p 3 


[Text ] 
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PRODUCTION of Scania 
truck chassis starts next week 
at Kibaha, Coast region where 
the plant has been erected, 
near Picha ya Ndege area, on 
the Dar es Salaam -Morogoro 
highway. 

A spokesman of the Tan- 
zania Automobile Manufac- 
turing Company (TAMCO) 
who will run the joint Tan- 
zania-Sweden venture said in 
Dar es Salaam yesterday that 
all was set for trial produe- 
tion. 

“It will definitely be next 
week"’, he said but could not 
give the exact day. Work on 
the plant started back in 
1978, but was delaved by 
shortage of building 
materials, and the collapse of 
one of the walls of the 
building housing the plant. 

The plant would produce 
Scania trucks, series Lb 81, 
P82 and P112. The Lb 8&1 
would only be produced 
during the first few months of 
the plant's initial production. 
Thereafter another version - 
P82-would be rolling off the 
production line. Raw 
materials for the Lb 81 are 
already at Kibaha. 

Since coming to Tanzania 
in the early 70s, the Swedish 
heavy duty truck has been 
very popular and of late local 
peasants upcountry have used 
the name to christen a grain 
boring beetle whose face is 
said to resemble the iront vf 
the truck. 
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The Kibaha plant has an 
installed capacity of 1,200 
chassis « year, when running 
ong single shift. There are 

ans to produce chassia for 


aes. 

The plant covers an assem- 
bly workshop extending to 
more than 3,000 square 
metres with adjacent offices 
and a training schogf. The 
school to train mechanics and 
spate parts specialists has 

so been completed. 

Ten senior staff houses 
have already been built. Un- 
der an agreement signed bet- 
ween the National Develop- 
ment Corporation (NDC) and 
the Saab-Scania of Sweden. 
Sweden would provide the hey 
management team comprisin 
the general manager, the loca 


manufacturing engineer and’ 


the financial, and technical 
managers. 
Tanzanian technicians and 
mechanics to work at the 
plant have already been 
trained in Sweden. Tan- 
zanians are to take over from 
the Swedish expatriates w 


their contracts with TAMCO 


expire. 
This is not the first time 
Swedish trucks would be 
assembled in Tanzania. A 
limited number of Scania 
chassis had beeh assembled 
the Pugu Road Mwananchi 
actor and Vehicle Assembly 
(MTAVA) plant which is 
managed by Scania. 
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BORA TO RESUME TIRE, TUBE PRODUCTION AFTER SUSPENSION 


Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 29 Dec 81 p 1 


[Article by Mkumbwa Ally] 


[Text] 
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THE Tanzania SHOE Com- 
pany (BORA) will resume 
production of bicycle tyres 
and tubes next month after a 
three-month suspension 
prompted by shortage of 
natural rubber, the General 
Manager, Ndugu YJ. 
Mwailolo, said in Dar ew 
Salaam yesterday 

Ndugu Mwailolo said 
BORA had borrowed the raw 
material from the Arusha- 
based General Tyre Company, 
adding that the stock would 
last them three months on 
— shift operation. 

ORA has already in- 
structed some 149 workers in 
the tyres and tubes line, who 
were on compulsory paid 
leave since September this 
year, to report for duty on 
January 1, rext year. 

He explained that the tyres 
and tubes line employs about 
370 workers — all of whom 
were on compulsory leave. He 
added that the rest would 


remain om unpaid leave as” 


financial regulations did not 
allow payment for over three 
months’ reat. 

He did not disclose the 
amount of raw materials 
borrowecl from the Arusha 
firm. When fully operational 
on three shifts, the company 
produces one million bicycle 
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tyres eind one and a half 
million tubes annually, he ex- 
plained.. 
Ndugu Mwailolo said 
BORA. was ——— with 
0 






and #abes and shots produc- 
tion. 

He said his company had 
definitely incurred a_ loss 
because of the shortfall’ in 
tyress and tubes production. 

BORA has = A. 
plaiining of poor distribution 
of the items by Regional 
Tracing Companies (RTCs), 
causing artificial shortage 
even when production was in 
full swing. 

‘The company expects to sell 
sh oes ala other products 
valued at 350million/- this 
ye ar compared to 270million/- 
realised last year. They had 


projected to produce 
7..9million units worth 
300/-million last year but 
managed only 5.2million or 


66 per cent because of shor- 
tage of raw materials. 

ORA has started sub- 
stituting most of the imported 
raw materials including soles 
with locally obtained com- 
ponents but they still have to 
import specialised items: ‘ike 
chemicals and natural rubber. 
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DAR ES SALAAM RESIDENTS TO RECEIVE STEADY POWER FLOW 


Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 1 Jan 82 p 3 


[Article by Halima Shariff] 


[Text] 


DAR ES SALAAM residents 
have now been assured of a 
steady flow of power 
following inauguration of a 
sub-etation at Kurasini. It is 
the sixth substation in the 
city. 

The 4.6m/-subetation, with 
a capacity of 12 megawatt, 


will serve Kurasini, gala, 
Kigamboni, Temeke and 
Mtoni. 


Welcoming the Dar es 


Salaam Regional Part 
Secretary, Ndugu Ibrahim 
Kajembo to officially 
inaugurate the station, the 
Tanzania Electric Supply 

ompany, Limited 
(TANESCO) Managing Direc. 
tor, Ndugu S.L. sha, said 
that. the station would 
alleviate the problem of 
frequent power cuts in the 
city. 

He explained that the 
Kurasini station would also 
ease the burden on the city 
centre sub-station which 
currently serve the whole city 


centre and Kurasini, T 
and Mbagala area. — 
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Ndugu Mosha said tne ~ity 
centre sub-station was 
overloaded resulting in 
frequent power cuts or poor 
power supply in various areas 
of the city. 

For instance, he added, 
TANESCO was sometimes 
forced to disconnect power to 
some of her clienta at Upanga 
and Kurasini areas during the 


peak months of December and 
January when more power is 


used. 

He said TANESCO had 
started connecting power from 
the new sub-station to the 
areas the station is supposed 
to serve. So far three 
megawatts were being used 
from the station and ‘this is 
expected to rise up to eight 
megawatts and onwards”, he 
said. 

The sub-station, whose con- 
struction began in June, 1979, 
and completed this month, 
reduces distribution voltage 
from 33 to 11 — the normal 
distribution voltage. The 
station was designed and 
erected by Tanzanian experts. 

Ndugu Mosha also told the 
Regional Party Secretary that 
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plans to erect another sub- 
station at Kigamboni were 


underway. 


The TANESCO managing 
dictor, meanwhile, agid there 
was no shortage of power in 
Dar es Salaam, Coast and the 
northern zone. 


The only problem, he noted, 
was that of power distribution 
caused by lack of equipment 
to smoothen distr:bution. 

Ndugu Mosha further 
explained that although the 
city had expanded, the 
provision of equipment had 
not increased because the pur- 
chase of this equipment 
needed foreign exchange. 


He said that there was a 
long list of people who 2 
lied for power but “wi 
ouen ® eropeem it becomes dif- 
ficult for us to provide 


power”. 

Ndugu Mosha expressed op- 
timism that the probler of 
power sho in the country 
would be so after com- 

etion of the Arusha-ased 
anzania Electrical Goods 
Manufacturing Company 
(TANELEC }. 
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CO-AUTHORS DISCUSS FIRST STANDARD SWAHILI/SWAHILI DICTIONARY 


Dar es Salaam SUNDAY NEWS in English 3 Jan 82 p 5 


[Interview with Canute Timu, acting director of the Institute of Kiswahili 
Research of the University of Dar es Salaam, and Ali Attas, acting director- 
general of the Kiswahili Institute of Kenya, by Emma Faraji at an unspecified 


time and place] 
(Text ] 


Q@: — Ndug» Temu, Tax 


sania has boasted of 
eminent and learned 
Kiswahili Scholars ‘way 


back before independance 


20 years i 
tak en od tong erin 
dependence ‘come up 


with a Kiswa d 
by local authors? 


A: — Perhaps you could sa 
that there were "p le ons 
could speak and write 
Kiswahili language and in- 
deed we could boas of 
distinguished poets an 
authors such as the late 
— oy Robert but pe 
@ were not ex n 
istics as such, ~— 
nd it was not until the for- 
:aation of the Institute of 


that an enphasis was laid on 
a mre tn le ta oy ae ocal 
exper - 

of Kiswahi _ 

Prior to ™ le w 
not conscious of ouch th a 
as phonetic, morphology 
semantics, syntazes and all 
the socio-li — aspects of 


language 
There did —y aie an ‘ob- 


jective expertise’’, there were 
no lexicographers up until the 
time the Inetitute was 
established and even the 
Kiswahili committees that 
existed before then were 
headed by foreign directors or 
secretaries. 


standardised ur 


‘were sent to 


Kiswahili as a major 

subject iy pee or 
Education: the 
language aah aaae un- 
—— eB ie a 


pal _ It hes, cbvinas not 
been as ae to 
compile fret . 
tiona cyecishy 
Kiswahili is fast A. 
language and new words 
are invented almest dolly. 
How did you vant with 
gevis 







And as soon 4 m anuscripte 
blishers and 


Se ae proofs, we 
simply had een and 
no new words would ac- 


ince 1978, there are many 


new words that have com uP 


® ee ae revised 
version of the dictionary after 
five or sig years but it is so 
coetty that we thought 4 - 
supplement would ° 
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until 1978. 


arest best option in/lin 
‘eageat Sees os we oa 
thet esiating “K 


, the Inet and 

la Kiswahili 
BAKIT A) would serve to in- 
m Kiswahili -of oe 


‘ ying at In: | 
ahorta 
of. to do the’ work. 
on J. 20 fins we in of 
aca staff e In 
stitute who Feed cope wi 
lexicography,,. L “ 
descriptions,  |mo ogy: 
literature and ¢ whole scope 
of oth er langu age 
specialisations, — 
specialised word, lists 
The - Institute compl 0 
ones all aspects ‘the 
swahili language in order 
to obtain an equilibrium in 
yoy the language. For 
me e, we are currently 
to start work on the 
Engle Kiswahili dictionary 
ch is. expscted to be two or 
three times the volume of the 
| @ just, completed, 
ter nuniber 










words existing in the 

lish language. This 
‘demands a tremendous 
amount of work and. it is a 
poe ig ce job w oy he ws ws with 








We have tried to advertise 
for graduates in language 
courses but the response has 
been very poor and few 
qualified people come up to’ 
assist. 


Q: — Surely you did no 
manege to d “oniginal”’ 
Kiswahili words to 
describe all the items you 
intended to incorporate in 
the ae ened: Sota per 
tiewlarly thinking of the in- 
creasingly new scientific 
and technological ter 
minologies that arise from 
day to day. How did you 
tackle . thie 


problem? 


A: — A dictionary only shows 
words that are existing at any 
particular time and our aim 
wes to represent precisely 
what sieeater exi in the 
Kiswahili language and not to 
atten pt to coin words. 

The task of word coinage 
and eventually stan- 
dardisation lies with 
BAKITA. they are 
seeking ta. rpret words 
that do not ‘already exist in 
Kiswahili they could look for 
local words from local 
languages and if this ap- 
proach faile they would even- 
tually turn to English, Arabic, 
Latin or Greek, etc. 

New words were being stan- 
dardised as the dictionary 
was being compiled but as | 
told you we only incorporated 
those words that were stan- 
dardised before the »roduc- 


tion of galleypruofs. 

Furthermore, u muse 
remember that this was a 
general dictionary as opposed 
to a specialised one so we 
could only allow for a limited 
number of terminologies, 
mainly the most frequently 
used and understood by most 
current Kiswahili users. 

You will notice that there 
are many symbols used in he 
dictionary #0 as to economise 
as much as possible on the 
definitions. So you would not 
expect to find very technical 
terms in this dictionary. 

The Institute does try to en- 
courage people to take an in- 
terest in preparing for 
Kiswahili specialised dic- 
tionary and we do offer 
collaborators fees for their 
research and dictionary com- 
pilation work. 
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Q: — What were the biggest 
hurdles you encountered in 
writin the present 


volu 


A: — In a work of this kind 
where we are dealing with the 
meaning of words, ie. the 
language semantics, every in- 
dividual working on the 
volume has his or her own 
perception of a word ac- 
cording to his area of interest 
or spécialisation. So the 
a oe was that of 
finding a word that appealed 
to everybody by being 
technically economical, i.e. 
not being too wordy and that 
could be easily explained to 
everybody. 

Q>— We learnt that ddays 
in publishing the dic- 
tionary came about as a 
result of a shortage of 
2 ch Ie this trully the 
sole execuse or were there 
other problems? 


A; — It is true that there was 
a problem of paper, because 
the first page proofs for the 
dictionary were ready by late 
1977 early 1978. We had plan- 
ned for a first print run of 
80,000 copies — and these 
needed 45 tons of paper — 
then came the inevitable issue 
of insufficient paper at the 
printers because they lacked 
an exchange. So we had 
to fight hard until we 
managed to the initial 
stock to run the first copies. 

As for increased production 


of copies new ways of solving 
the paper pro blem 
would have to be 
sought as we know the 
demand for the dictionary to 
be well over 100,000 copies for 
the Ministry of Education 
alone. 

Q: — Some of the authars 
and editors of the dic- 
tionary were from Kenya. 
How did you cope in co 
ordinating your work 
gn with the borde 

ssage barrier? 

: — Ndugu Abdilatif Ab- 
dalla was the only Kenyan 
citizen who worked as co- 
author to the dictionary and 
he was stationed at the 
Kiswahili Enetitute at the 
time, where he was an 
Assistant Research Fellow. 





As for the editors, of course, 

they came from the Oxford 
University Press in Nairobi 
and as they had to check the 
manuscripts and do the com. 
positions, there were some dif- 
ficulties in passing copies 
backwards and forwards 
across the border. Sometimes 
we managed to get one of the 
Institute members to gu to 
Nairobi and go through the 
galley-proofs but we relied 
mostly on the telephones 
especially after the . border 
closure. It was an expensive 
and tedious task no doubt but 
we managed to succeed. 
Q: — In what way did you 
collaborate with BAKITA 
in the formation of the dic- 
tionary? 


A: — We have always worked 
closely with BA A par- 
ticularly.in works of language 
standardisation and in this 
volume we again helped each 
other. The very first draft of 
the dictionary, for example, 
was scrutinised and corrected 
by the then BAKITA Board 
member, Sheikh Mohamed 
Ali, who was appointed to 
sign all the volume cards. 


Q: — Ndugu Ali Attas, what 
were the sort of problems 
you encountered in editing 
the voiume, particularly as 
far as word coinage is com 
cernud? 

A: — Language is a limited 
subject. You have to decide 
how much the dictionary is 
capable of absorbing and then 
that's it. What ever comes up 
after that will have to be filed 
in a library of new ter- 
minologies. The words 
are filed as they 
come and when or if 
the dictionary is revised the 
new words can be in- 
corporated therein assuming 
that they have been stan- 
dardised. 
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In editing, the problem is 
where to set this limit to the 
language because everyone of 
the authors comes across a 
new word which they feel is 
indispensable to the dic- 
tionary and needs to be in- 
corporated into it. 

So regardiess of the im- 
portance of the word, at some 
point we had to stop ad- 
mitting new entries because 
each new entry leads to re- 
paging the diction ary and this 
proved to be a very time- 
consuming and expensive job. 
A’. least 15 to 16 pages were 
ii: need of re-paging at each 
word, and everytime the 
editors set a limit to the 
manuscript and new words 
come in after setting the 
pages, it takes four to six 
weeks to re-set the pages and 
another five to six weeks to 
post the copies to the authors 
for correction or re-correction. 
Q: — How did you manage 
at work co-ordination with 
the Institute of Kiswahili? 


( 


Sci atest 
Kiswahili Inetf€u at 


the language aspects’ of-the 
work whilst we at Oxfor 

University Press scrutinise 

the technical aspects and we 
managed to cope quite well as 
we studied the work to seek 
clarity and precision in 


definitions. 
The task of the editors was 
to see that entries were 


clearly defi and to look at 
the communicative essence of 
the word. The function of 
languag is communication, 
so it is’ .y important that if 
communication is adversely 
affected by a certain word 
then changes have to be made 
in that word. 

We also tried to see that the 
authors try to get the clearest 
meaning of a word in the 
shortest amount of time 
possible. 
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We know that the Institute 
is working on the English- 
Kiswahili dictionary now and 
we hope we might have the 
opportunity to work with 
them again on this work. 

: — How does the 

iswahili Association of 
aouye look towards the 
work of the dictionary 
which has been mainly 
compiled by Tanszanians? 
A: —- The Association accepts 
the work as a standard work 
for East and Central African 
and we believe there should 
be no problem in_ its 
widespread use. We intend to 
cooperate with the Institute 
of Kiswahili to promote the 
work and obtain its ac- 
ceptance by other associations 
and institutions. 

We believe that the dic- 
tionary will have a great im- 
pact on readers of world, par- 
ticularly international, 
Kiswahi!: circles because it is 
composed by local experts. 
Readers’ faith in the use of 
the dictionary as an authentic 
interpretation of language 
will bs increased so the scope 
for its promotion is there and 
from this beginning we can 
forsee more Kiswahili dic- 
tionaries being produced. 

Q: — In conceding to 
publish the dictionary, did 
Oxford University Presse do 
so with the particular aim 
of promoting Kiswahili or 
did you publish it for the 
sake of publication as a 
means of earning the com- 
pany livelihood? 

4: — The policy at Oxford 
University Press is to promote 
sch olateh ips and enrich 
cultural experience in dif- 
ferent parte of the world. We 
publish products that are 
commensurate with 
curriculuins of a particular 
country and that knowledge is 
intended for propagation 
within the local environment. 





REFUGEE SETTLEMENT PROJECT IMPLEMEN€ATION TO START END OF MONTH 


Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 5 Jan 82 p l 


[Article by Jum Penza] 


[Text] 


CSO: 


IMPLEMENTATION of a 
project to help settled 
refugees in 22 villages in 
Kigoma regien is expected to 
begin at the end of this 
month. 


The representative of the 
United Nations “— Com - 
missioner for efugees 
(UNHCR), Ndugu Abdallah 
Said, said in Dar es Salaam 
yesterday that the 48m/- 
project aims at expanding and 
strengthening physical and in- 
stitutional infrastructure in 
education, health, agriculture, 
roads and trangport and com- 
munity development. 


The project is being im- 
plemented on recom- 
mendations of the socio- 
economic survey conducted by 
the UNHCR and supervised 
bs the Ministry of Home Af.- 
airs. 


The survey was aimed at 
determining the mumber of 
y taghane ne settied Burun- 
is in Kigoma region, their 
general economic condition as 
well as their legal status. 


Ndugu Said said the durvey 
had been completed and im- 
plementation of the project is 
scheduled to begin at the end 
of thie month. According to 
the survey which covered 97 
villages, there are over 
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233,000 Burundi refugees in 
the region. 


He said arrangements have 
already been made to pur- 
chase al] necessary traneport 
and eq ent for the project 
at an estimated cost of 3.2 
prego The vance ve 

to e 
country before uidale of 
this year. 

Ndugu Said added that 
existing education , health and 
water facilities in the villages 
would be improved. 

“The -Kigoma project which 
ise to be completed in 
a period of five years will 
benefit the ‘“e Y and their 
chile well as Tan- 
caniane’’ the UNHCR 
representative explained. 


In the past rural refugee 
resettlement programmes in 
the country have exclusively 
involved organised set- 
tlements for refugees only. 


Refugees in these set- 
tlements have been given all 
necessary help to lead a nor- 
mal life and gradually enable 
them integrate socially and 
economically with the local 
people. 


The 22 vill which are 
covered under the project are 
in Kasylu, Kibondo and 
Kigoma districts. 


TANZANIA 








CDI ANNOUNCES MEASURES TO CURB MILK RACKET 


Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 5 Jan 82 p l 


[Excerpt] 


THE Coastal Diaries Limited 
(CDL) has announced im- 
mediate measures to curb 
an apparent milk racket in 
Dar es Salaam city, by among 
other things, restricting sup- 
plies to functional institutions 
like schools, hospitals and 
tourist hotels. 


A statement issued by the 
Livestock Development 
Authority (LIDA) in Dar es 
Salaam yesterday, attributed 
the present milk shortage to 
the shortage of Tetrapaks 
whose importation is checked 
by meagre foreign exchange 
allocations. 


The statement came on the 
heels of a week-end exposure 
of the racket by the Daily 
News, but falls short of con- 
vincing reasons as to why 
milk is now selling for up to 
six times the official 2/50 per 
half a litre. 

The statement also fails to 


establish the relationship bet- 
ween the shortage of 
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Tetrapaks and the shortage of 
milk, in the light of examples 
elsewhere in the country 
where milk flows normally, 
packaging problems 
not withstanding. 

Milk prodyction has drop- 
ped by about pne+third from 
60,000 litres to 19,000 litres a 
day as a result of the 
Tetrapak shortage, the 
statement adds, poiting out 
that norma! production would 
resume after expected delivery 
of a consignment of the 
material in es Salaam on 
January 20. 


The earlier sotry by the 
Daily News had revealed 
dubious transactions between 
CDL agents and shopkeepers 
— setting into gear a price- 
rising operation for which 
customers were at the 
receiving end. 

The story further showed 
concern — with pictorial 
evidence —over health 
hazards posed to consumers 
under a distribution system 
entailing tranfer of miik from 
different containers on dusty 
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side -walks. 

The statement cautioualy 
concedes that racketeers 
could have cashedin on the 
shortage to ex loit the people 
desperately in need of what is 
one of the richest foods in 
nutrient content. ‘ 

The authorities also sound 
a casual warning to ple 
who sell milk from pales as 
“such people's capability to 
observe hygienic safeguards is 
doubt ful”. 

The statement further ex- 
plains that the new 
distribution procedures, with 
slight modifications, woul stil! 
apply even after the resump- 
tion of’ normal production. 

Government agencies and 
licensed traders would collect 
supplies from the milk plant, 
and CDL vans would supply 
only designated kiosks. 

This is reportedly geared to 
two objectives — to ease the 
plant’s transport problems 
that often led to milk going 
bad, and to ‘silence’ wide- 
spread complaints that CDL 
workers colluded with 
racketeers. 











STATE COFFEE FARMS' PROBLEMS 


Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 5 Jan 82 p 3 


(Text ] 


CSO: 


4700/553 


“MANAGERS of coffee state 
‘farms in Kilimanjaro region 
have listed lack of working 
capital, high duction costs 
and non-availability of inputs 
and labourers as major 
drawbacks to efforts to in- 
crease production of the crop. 

In a meeting yesterday with 
the Actin Regional 
Development Director, Ndugu 
M.C. Mwakang'ata, the 
managers complained about 
the difficulty of obtaining 
bank overdrafts to purchase 
inputs such as fertilizers 
which they said they could 
not get on credit. 

On farm inputs the 
managers blamed the Coffee 
Authority of Tanzania (CAT) 
for not cupplying the farms 
with the required amount, 

They said CAT favoured 
the small holders while the 
farms were subjected to high 
sales deductions. 

They asked the government 
to review coffee prices to 
enable them meet production 
costs. 

“In 1975 we got 15/- per 
kilo, a ane one season we 
are getting o 9/- per kilo. 

Neugu Sawaheng’ata 
challenged the managers 
saying most of the farms were 
poorly managed to the extent 
that no proper records were 
kept, the drawbacks not- 
withstanding. 
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TFC PRODUCING AMMONIUM SOLUTION 


Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 4 Jan 82 p l 


[Text] 


CSO: 


4700/553 


THE Tanzania Fertilizer 
Company’ Limited (TFC) has 
starked , ngoductice at -- 
m roxide solution 
whith’ is used in paint 
production, wood treatment 
and other chemical processes, 
an official of TFC said yoapr: 
day. 

He told Shihata that the 
Tanga-based Company has 
capacity to satisfy the coun- 
try’s yearly demand, which, 
accor ing to estimates stands 
at 2,000 litres (2 cubic metres) 
a day. 

He said even if the demand 
doubled, TFC would easily 
satisfy the local market. 

He said the construction 
and maintenance of one 
storage tank would drain a lot 
of Tanzania foreign exchange. 

The official said the 
solution which is produced by 
adding 25 parts of ammonia 
to 75 parts of pure water was 
em barked on last month after 
they received many enquiries 
on whether TFC had “Am- 
monium Hydroxide Solution 
25 per cent” since it was 


mown ip have ammonia at its 
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NON-ALIGNED AGRICULTURE INSTITUTE 


Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 4 Jan 82 p 3 


[Text] 


CSO: 


4700/553 


THE proposed Non-Aligned 
Agricultural Sciences In- 
stitute to caer for Engl ish- 
speaking astern. and 
Stathern African . ®untries 

1 be built at Dakawa, in 

Morogoro region, about 150 
kilometres from Dar es 
Salaam. 
An official in the Prime 
Minister's Office said in Dar 
es Salaam on Saturday that 
the seven experts from the 
Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea who visited Dakawa 
last week have expressed 
—o9 at the proposed 
site. 

The delegation, which also 
toured areas around 
Bagamoyo and Ikwiriri in 
Rufiji district, left for home 
last week to finalise plans for 
construction of the Institute. 

The proposal to establish 
zonal agricultural centres in 
selected sites of Non-Aligned 
member states was reached at 
the movement's Agricultural 


Minister's ‘meeting in. 


Pyongyang in August last 


year. 
Korea will provide funds 
for the centre's operations. 
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VILLAGE TO BE MOVED 70 PERMIT AIRPORT EXPANSION, MODERNIZATION 


Dar es Salaam SUNDAY NEWS in English 3 Jan 82 p 1 


[Excerpt] 


KIPAWA Village will be 
moved from its present site to 
allow the Dar es Salaam In: 
ternational Airport, now 
being modernised and ex- 
ea nae by Bouygeus of 
France, to operate smoothly, 
the Ministry of Works an- 
nounced in Dar es Salaam 
yesterday. 


According to a statement 
issued by the Principal 
Secretary to the Ministry of 
Works, Ndugu Richard Juma, 
and quoted by Shihata, the 
primary school at Kipawa 


Village would be shifted first. 
The rest of the village, 
which had a: population of 
16,277 during the 1978 
National Census, would be 
moved over a period of two 
years, subject to the 
availability of funds for com. 
pensating those affected. 
statement did not say 
how much would be paid out 
as compensation. 


Turning to the on-going ex- 
pansion work, the statement 
said Bouygeus had already 
put up its offices, stores, 
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workshop and an expatriate 
housing camp. 
It said some earthworks on 
the new terminal and cargo 
wae arate 
0 un- 
dations for the new inal 
building had aleo # ; 
The 700 million/- Dar es 
Salaam International ort 
modernisation project, being 
financed by grants and loans 
from the ch Government 
and three French commercial 
banks, is expected to be com- 
pleted before the end of i983. 


The agreement on the 
project was signed by the 
vernments of Tanzania and 
ance last year. 


When the expansion is com- 
pleted, the airport will have 
new pessenger terminals, con- 
trol tower, longer and 


strengthened runways, and. 


will land both domestic and 
international passengers. 

The existing terminal area 
would be left for genera! 
aviation and for training pur. 
poses. 


During the first three mon- 
ths ending last December, the 
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contracting firm, Bouygues, 
had mobilised almost per 
cent of the manpower and 
machinery required for the 
project. : 
The machinery needed 18 
already at the site — either 
in use or being assembled. 
The contractor has also erec- 
ted a stone crushing plant at 
Malele beyond Morogoro 
town and has been producing 
about 100 tons of aggregates 
daily. | a 
The Principal Secretary 
said in his statement that in 
order to allow for work to 
commence on the runway ex- 
tensions, temporary lighting 
and other visual aidr were 
being installed at the site. 


The decision to improve 
and modernise the airport 
was prompted by the annual 
10 per cent growth cf 
passengers using the airport. 


The aenr of Bsa 

ssenger forecast at the air- 
cart was 530,000 in 1980 and 
it is expected that the 
passenger number will swell 
up to 966,000 in 1985 and will 
be 1,610,000 in 1990. 
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THA TAKES MEASURES TO STRENGTHEN PORT SECURITY 
Dar es Salaam UHURU in Swahili 6 Jan 82 p l 


[Summary] The executive chairman of the Tanzania Harbor Authority [THA], Peter 
Macha, said yesterday in the city of Dar es Salaam that the THA has forbidden 
workers of private transport agencies to handle cargo at its ports and has doubled 
the number of police patrol boats at the port of Dar es Salaam to ensure the :ecu- 
rity of all cargo. He stated that an investigation which was conducted by the THA 
has shown that transport agency workers were involved in every theft at the port 
of Dar es Salaam. He added: "This made us seek means of strengthening security 
at the port.'"' He went on to say that the THA has already informed all agencies 
with offices at the port concerning this matter and that as of now transport 
agencies must maintain offices outside the THA building. He said: "Under these 
conditions not only will we be able to know who is our employee but we will have 
complete control of the port."' He also said that the expansion of the port of 
Dar es Salaam is not entirely compatible with the requirements of security and 
that as a result of this fact ships which anchor at distant parts of the port can 
be reached easily by thieves. He stated that one of the problems which confronts 
the THA is counterfeit documents which cause many cargos to be lost. He claimed 
that thievery at the port of Dar es Salaam has been reduced considerably during 
recent months and that efficiency in the performance of work has been of high 
quality in the opinion of the main users of the port, including the Tanzania Rail- 
way Corporation [TRC] and the Tanzania Zambia Railway Authority [TAZARA]. 
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